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The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic
had significant mortality and morbidity for almost every
healthcare system worldwide. During the first months of
the pandemic, healthcare systems became overwhelmed,
and numerous infected individuals suffered from a lack
of medical resources. After introducing the first COVID-
19 vaccines, the disease became more controlled, and
widespread global vaccination reduced the restrictions in
numerous countries. Although many individuals have re-
turned to their everyday lives, some adverse effects of the
pandemic on public health are gradually becoming more
prominent (1). Therefore, it seems that while we have
stepped forward in overcoming the pandemic, we have
stepped back in the management of other diseases.

Some other viral infectious diseases, including hepati-
tis B and C, are among these diseases. The elimination
of viral hepatitis as a public threat by 2030 has been de-
termined as a global goal by World Health Organization
(WHO) (2). Chronic hepatitis is a widely distributed dis-
ease worldwide, and its silent nature has made it remain
undiagnosed. The prevention and control of widespread
hepatitis require a multidisciplinary approach involving
healthcare providers and patients (2).

However, during the COVID-19 pandemic, viral hepati-
tis seems to have become neglected in numerous coun-
tries, including Iran. This issue can be highlighted by us-
ing the “Google trends” evaluating the searches for the
word “hepatitis” over the Internet (3). As shown in Figure
1, the worldwide searches for “hepatitis” declined dramati-
cally over March 2020, when the WHO declared COVID-19
as a pandemic (4). After about 20 months since the ini-
tiation of the pandemic, the mean count of search terms
remained considerably low. However, by considering the
mean searches for the words “SGOT”, “SGPT”, “bilirubin”,
and the “liver function test”, there was a 2-month decline

followed by an increase in the mean search over the next 18
months, probably due to impact of COVID-19 and its treat-
ment on liver function tests (5).

Further investigations revealed that we are facing
a similar trend in Iran over the past years (Figure 2).
Such findings regarding the reduced global trend toward
searching for hepatitis despite overall consistent search
trends for liver enzymes could be alarming for health-
care providers. Such an issue about viral hepatitis during
the COVID-19 has been previously addressed by Rehman
et al., describing the impact of the pandemic on hepati-
tis B and hepatitis C prevention strategies (6). The preven-
tion strategies, including vaccination, screening, diagnos-
tic tests, and conducting awareness programs, have been
negatively affected during the pandemic. Numerous pa-
tients refused to have routine vaccination or diagnostic
tests due to fear of COVID-19. Moreover, numerous low-
and middle-income countries did not provide a consider-
able number of awareness programs for the general pop-
ulation and patients with viral hepatitis during the pan-
demic (7, 8). On the other hand, many of the awareness
and screening programs had been conducted in preven-
tion and diagnostic facilities, faced restrictions during the
pandemic, and numerous individuals who sought their di-
agnostic and screening programs could not receive health-
care services (7).

In conclusion, the COVID-19 pandemic had various ad-
verse effects on healthcare systems, and some globally
distributed diseases, including viral hepatitis, have been
marginalized. Since the decreased search trends for hep-
atitis have been continued for more than 20 months since
the pandemic and the trends seem to continue in the
same vein in the future, it is needed to reconsider the na-
tional prevention and educational plans. Such alarming
signs could be warning for increased cases of viral hepati-
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Figure 1. Mean number of global searches for hepatitis and liver enzyme tests during 5 years; Numbers on the vertical axis of the graph indicating search interest relative to
the highest point on the chart over the specific time

Figure 2. Mean number of searches for Persian equivalent words related to hepatitis and liver tests during 5 years in Iran; Numbers on the vertical axis of the graph indicating
search interest relative to the highest point on the chart over the specific time

tis shortly and seek further studies to validate the trends
and increase the national awareness simultaneously.
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