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Abstract

Background: Breast cancer is a heterogeneous disease with different molecular and histologic subtypes, clinical behaviors and
prognosis. The same stage of disease and similar histopathological characteristics may show different treatment responses. Iden-
tification of breast cancer subtypes has become important for planning the targeted therapy and personalized management of
patients.

Objectives: To compare the clinicopathologic findings, dynamic contrast enhanced-magnetic resonance imaging (DCE-MRI) char-
acteristics and associated MRI findings among breast cancer molecular subtypes.

Patients and Methods: 267 pathologically proven invasive breast cancers in 263 patients were included. Clinicopathological find-
ings, DCE-MRI findings and associated MRI findings were retrospectively evaluated and compared among breast cancer subtypes.
Results: Invasive ductal carcinoma was the most common histological tumor type (87.6%). There were 222 (83.1%) masses and 45
(16.9%) non-mass enhancements. The molecular subtypes were luminal A in 174 (65.1%), luminal B in 45 (16.9%), human epidermal
growth factor receptor 2 (HER2) positive in 24 (9%) and triple negative (TN) in 24 (9%) of the lesions. Spiculated mass margin was sig-
nificantly associated with luminal A breast cancer (45.2%) and irregular shape was significantly more common in luminal A (86.3%)
and luminal B lesions (95.1%) (P < 0.001). Larger mass size (P=0.027), non-mass enhancement (P=0.005), perilesional + prepectoral
edema and skin + perilesional + prepectoral edema were significantly associated with HER2 positive breast cancer (P=0.001). Higher
histological grade, oval mass shape, circumscribed mass margin, intratumoral high/very high signal intensity on T2 weighted image
(T2WI) were significantly associated with TN breast cancer (P < 0.001).

Conclusion: Histological grade, size and morphological features of masses on DCE-MR], intratumoral signal intensity on T2WI and
edema pattern would be helpful to distinguish breast cancer subtypes.
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1. Background nosis. Advances in gene expression analyses with DNA
microarray technology have provided new molecular sub-
types: Luminal A, luminal B, human epidermal growth fac-
tor receptor 2 (HER2)-enriched, and basal-like (2, 3). Im-
munohistochemical (IHC) staining is a reliable surrogate
for these subtypes. Breast cancer subtypes are determined
according to expression of the estrogen receptor (ER), the
progesterone receptor (PR) and HER2 by IHC analysis. Clin-
ically, the term “triple-negative (TN) cancer” is used as
a substitude for basal-like breast cancer. Luminal A tu-
mors have the best prognosis and tend to benefit from en-

Breast cancer is a heterogeneous disease with di-
verse clinical behaviors, histologic subtypes, treatment re-
sponses and outcome. Traditional criteria for treatment
choices are the size of the tumor, histological grade, lymph
node involvement, local invasion and distant metastases
according to the American Joint Committee on Cancer’s
TNM staging classification (1). However, patients with the
same stage of cancer and similar histopathological char-
acteristics may show different clinical behavior and prog-
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docrine therapy. Although luminal B subtypes have ERs,
they are relatively insensitive to endocrine therapy and
tend to be higher grade than luminal A tumors (4). HER2
positive tumors are likely to respond to targeted therapy
(trastuzumab). TN breast cancers have agressive histologic
characteristics and poor prognosis and do not respond to
targeted or endocrine therapies (5). These differences in
clinical behavior between molecular subtypes require per-
sonalized management of breast cancer patients.

Dynamic contrast enhanced magnetic resonance
imaging (DCE-MRI) is an efficient imaging technique in
evaluating breast cancer patients for preoperative surgery
planning and treatment choices. The correlation of imag-
ing findings with molecular subtypes of breast cancer
is an emerging area of recent studies. There have been
several reports on the morphologic features, diffusion
weighted MRI characteristics and kinetic parameters of
breast cancer molecular subtypes. Most previous studies
were related to TN breast cancer because of the aggressive
nature and unresponsiveness to the targeted therapies (6-
9). There are few reports in the literature on the associated
MR imaging features of different molecular subtypes of
breast cancer (10, 11).

2. Objectives

The aim of the this study was to compare clinicopatho-
logic findings, DCE-MRI characteristics and associated MRI
findings among breast cancer molecular subtypes.

3. Patients and Methods

3.1. Patients

This single institutional study was approved by the
ethics committee of our university. Informed consent was
waived due to retrospective design of the study. We retro-
spectively analyzed clinical records and breast MR images
of 307 patients who were diagnosed with breast cancer at
our instution. All MR images were obtained prior to treat-
ment. Forty-four patients were excluded from the study. Of
these, two had a nondiagnostic MRI, two had an axillary lo-
cated lesion, six did not have a visible lesion on MR, five
had an unknown HER2 receptor status at histopathology,
two were in lactating period, six had ductal carcinoma in
situ, 16 received neoadjuvant therapy and five had a mass
and non-mass enhancing lesion in the same breast. The re-
maining 263 patients were included in the present study.
Four patients had contralateral breast cancer at the same
time. Therefore, 267 invasive breast cancers were analyzed
in this study.

3.2. MR Imaging Technique

MR imaging was performed on a 1.5 T scanner (Gy-
roscan Intera, Philips, Medical Systems, Best, the Nether-
lands) with breast surface coil. Imaging sequence parame-
ters were T1 weighted turbo spin-echo (TSE) axial sequence
(repetition time msec/ echotime msec, 550/11; slice thick-
ness, 3 mm; field of view [FOV], 34 cm; matrix, 256 X
204), T2 weighted TSE axial sequence (5000/120, slice thick-
ness, 3 mm, FOV, 34 cm, matrix, 256 X 180), short tau in-
version recovery (STIR)sequence (5619/70, TI, 165 ms, slice
thickness, 3.3 mm; FOV, 32 cm; matrix, 256 X 204). Three-
dimensional (3D) gradient-echo (GRE) THRIVE (T1 High Res-
olution Isotropic Volume Examination sequence) axial se-
quence with fat suppression (4.9/2.4, slice thickness, 1.1
mm, interslice gap 0.3 mm,; FOV, 34 cm, matrix, 348 X 338,
flip angle, 10) was used for dynamic contrast-enhanced ex-
amination before and 6 times after intravenous admin-
istration of 0.1 mmol/kg of gadobutrol (Gadovist; Bayer
Schering Pharma, Berlin, Germany). The contrast agent
was injected into the antecubital vein with an injection
rate of 2 mL/sec and followed by an 20 mL saline flush.
Dynamic contrast-enhanced image acquisition was started
just after the injection. The acquisition time of each phase
was 80 seconds. The total acquisition duration of MRI pro-
tocol was 20 minutes.

3.3. Image Analysis

MR images were retrospectively interpreted by two ra-
diologists (SD, SO), experienced in breast MRI, blinded to
the clinicopathologic data. Disagreements were solved
by consensus. All enhancing lesions were evaluated by
using the 5th edition of the American College of Radiol-
ogy (ACR) breast imaging reporting and data system (BI-
RADS) MR lexicon (12). Mass lesions were interpreted in
terms of size (the largest diameter), shape, margin, inter-
nal enhancement, multifocality (more than one lesion in
the same quadrant with the index tumor), multicentricity
(more than one lesion in the different quadrant from the
index tumor), Non-mass lesions were evaluated for distri-
bution and internal enhancement characteristics. All le-
sions were reviewed for time-signal intensity curve pattern
(persistent, plateau, and washout) and intratumoral sig-
nalintensity on the T2 weighted image (T2WI) (classified as
lower than-equivalent to, or higher than-very higher than
that of the surrounding normal glandular tissue). Time-
signal intensity curves were obtained by manually placing
aregion of interest (ROI), greater than 3 pixels, on the most
intensely enhancing area of the lesion. During the ROI
placement, special care was taken to avoid cystic-necrotic
areas of the lesion or perilesional fatty tissue. ROI place-
ment was repeated at least three times and the most suspi-
cious curve was noted for each lesion.
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We furthermore analyzed all lesions for associated MR
imaging findings such as skin or nipple invasion, chest
wall or pectoralis muscle invasion, and edema. Skin or
nipple invasion and chest wall or pectoralis muscle inva-
sion were described as abnormal enhancement of these lo-
cations. Edema was subclassified as absent, perilesional
edema, skin edema, perilesional + skin edema, perilesional
+ prepectoral edema, perilesional + prepectoral + skin
edema.

3.4. Histopathologic Assessment

Pathological reports of breast-conserving surgery or
mastectomy specimens were retrospectively analyzed to
identify histological type, grade, and involvement of the
lymph nodes. All pathologic specimens were obtained in
the absence of systemic therapy. Histologic type was deter-
mined according to the World Health Organization classi-
fication system. Modified Bloom-Richardson grading sys-
tem was used for histopathologic grading in patients with
invasive ductal carcinoma- no otherwise specified (IDC-
NOS) (13). The descriptions of the lesions on MR images
such as multifocality, multicenticity, skin or nipple inva-
sion, chest wall or pectoralis muscle invasion were corre-
lated with final histopathologic results. In patients with
multifocal-multicentric disease or multiple regional non-
mass enhancement, IHC staining findings of index lesion
(the largest one) were analyzed. IHC staining was carried
out with appropriate antibodies for ER (Novocastra, New-
castle upon Tyne, UK), PR (Novocastra)and HER2 (NeoMark-
ers, Fremont, CA, USA). ER and PR status were determined
by using the Allred score (ranging from 0 to 8). The results
were categorized as positive when the total score (the sum
of the proportion score and immunointensity score) was 3
or more. In point of HER2 evaluation, membranous stain-
ingscore 0 or 1+was considered as HER2-negative and score
3+ was considered as HER2-positive. In tumors with a score
2+, silver-enhanced in situ hybridization testing (SISH) was
used to evaluate HER2/chromosome 17 ratio. A HER2/ chro-
mosome 17 ratio more than 2.2 was considered positive.

Based on ER, PR and HER2 status, tumors were sub-
classified into the following four groups: luminal A (ER+
and/or PR+, HER2-), luminal B (ER+ and/or PR+, HER2+),
HER?2 positive (ER-, PR-, and HER2+), and TN (ER-, PR-, HER2-).

3.5. Statistical Analysis

Histogram and g-q values were analyzed and Shapiro-
Wilk’s test was applied to check the normality. Levene test
was applied to test variance homogeneity. To compare the
differences among groups, Chi-square analysis was used
for categorical comparisons, one-way analysis of variance
(ANOVA) or Kruskal-Wallis H test was used for continu-
ous variables. Bonferroni adjusted z test and Tukey tests
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were applied for multiple comparisons. Logistic regres-
sion analyses were used to identify the risk factors of TN
breast cancer. Odds ratios are calculated with 95% confi-
dence intervals. Significant variables at P < 0.05 were in-
cluded into multiple model and backward elimination was
applied using Wald statistic. Analyses were conducted us-
ing R3.2.3 (www.r-project.org) software. A P value less than
0.05 was considered as statistically significant.

4. Results

4.1. Clinicopathological Findings

All patients were women and the patients’ ages ranged
from 21 to 86 years (mean, 50.07 = 11.82 years). Clinico-
pathological characteristics of patients are summarized in
Table 1. Invasive ductal carcinoma (IDC) was the most com-
mon histological tumor type (234/267, 87.6%), followed by
invasive lobular carcinoma (ILC) (17/267, 6.4%). The other
histological types were detected in a small number of pa-
tients such as musinous carcinoma in five, medullary car-
cinoma in three, papillary carcinoma in four, micropapil-
lary carcinoma in one, cribriform carcinoma in one, secre-
tory carcinoma in one, and neuroendocrine carcinoma in
one patient. Therefore, statistical analysis could not be per-
formed in terms of histological types.

The tumor subtypes by immunohistochemistry were
luminal A in 174 (65.1%), luminal B in 45 (16.9%), HER2 pos-
itive in 24 (9%), and TN in 24 (9%) of the lesions. Regard-
ing histological grade, grade 3 tumors were significantly
higher in TN breast cancer (81%) (P < 0.001) than that of
luminal A (25%), luminal B (31%) lesions. Axillary lymph
node involvement was seen most frequently in HER2 pos-
itive breast cancer (15/24, 62.5%). There were no significant
differences in age (P = 0.675) and axillary lymph node in-
volvement among tumor subtypes (P = 0.278).

4.2. MR Imaging Findings

Table 2 shows MR imaging characteristics of 267 inva-
sive breast lesions. There were 222 (83.1%) masses and 45
(16.9%) non-mass enhancements. There was significant dif-
ference in lesion enhancement type (mass or non-mass)
among subtypes (P=0.005). Mass enhancement was signif-
icantly associated with luminal A (146/174, 83.9%) and lumi-
nal B(41/45, 91.1%) breast cancers compared with HER2 posi-
tive cancers (14/24, 58.3%). Non-mass enhancement was sig-
nificantly more common in HER2 positive breast cancers
(10/24, 41.7%) compared with luminal A (28/174, 16.1%) and
luminal B cancers (4/45, 8.9%) (Figure 1). The median tu-
mor size of mass lesions on MRI was significantly larger in
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Table 1. Clinicopathological Data in Luminal A, Luminal B, HER2 Positive and TN Breast Cancers®

Luminal A (N =174) Luminal B (N =45) HER2 positive (N=24) Triple-negative (N =24) Pvalue

Histological type

IDC 148 (85.1) 42(93.3) 23(95.8) 21(87.5)

ILC 16(9.2) 1(2.2) 0(0) 0(0)

Musinous Ca 5(2.9) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)

Medullary Ca 1(0.6) 0(0) 0(0) 2(83)

Papillary Ca 3(1.7) 0(0) 0(0) 1(4.2)

Micropapillary Ca 0(0) 1(22) 0(0) 0(0)

Cribriform Ca 0(0) 0(0) 1(4.2) 0(0)

Secretory Ca 1(0.6) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)

Neuroendocrine Ca 0(0) 1(2.2) 0(0) 0(0)
Age 503 £ 11.4 481+ 1.8 50.5+12.4 512 +14.1 0.675
Grade (IDC-NOS) < 0.001

1 32(21.6) 4(9.5) 0(0) 0(0)

2 79 (53.4) 25(59.5) 11(47.8) 4(19)

3 37(25) 13(31) 12(52.2) 17(81)
Axillary lymph node involvement 99 (56.9) 26(57.8) 15 (62.5) 9(37.5) 0.278

Abbreviations: Ca, carcinoma; HER2, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2; IDC-NOS, Invasive ductal carcinoma-no otherwise specified; ILC, invasive lobular carci-

noma; SD, standard deviation; TN, triple negative.
*Values are expressed as No. (%) or mean = SD.

HER2 positive tumors compared with the luminal A can-
cers (P = 0.027). Oval mass shape was significantly associ-
ated with TN breast cancer (12/21, 57.1%) compared with lu-
minal A (17/146, 11.6%) and luminal B (2/41, 4.9%) cancers (P
< 0.001). Irregular shape was more common in luminal A
(126/146, 86.3%) and luminal B lesions (39/41, 95.1%) than TN
lesions (8/21,38.1%) (P < 0.001) (Figure 2). There was signif-
icant difference in mass margin among breast cancer sub-
types (P < 0.001). TN breast cancer more frequently had
circumscribed margin (11/21, 52.4%) compared with lumi-
nal A (5/146, 3.4%) and luminal B lesions (0/41, 0%). Spicu-
lated margin was associated with luminal A breast cancers
(66/146, 45.2%) compared with TN lesions (2/21, 9.5%). HER2
positive breast cancer tended to be multifocal and multi-
centric (5/14, 35.7% and 3/14, 21.4%) but this difference was
not statistically significant (P = 0.105) (Figure 3). The per-
centage of high/very high signal intensity on T2WI of TN
breast cancers (14/24, 58.3%) was significantly higher than
that of luminal A cancers (35174, 20.1%) (P < 0.001). Intra-
tumoral signal intensity on T2WI(P=0.049) and mass mar-
gin (P < 0.001) were independent predictors of the mass
type TN breast cancer at multiple logistic regression analy-
sis (Table 3 and Figure 4).

There was no statistically significant difference in in-
ternal enhancement pattern of mass (P = 0.493) and non-
mass lesion (P = 0.710), distribution of non-mass lesion (P

=0.474) and time-signal intensity curve pattern (P=0.134)
among breast cancer subtypes.

When all mass and non-mass lesions were evaluated
together regarding associated MR imaging findings, there
was no statistically significant difference involving skin or
nipple invasion (P = 0.934) and chest wall or pectoralis
muscle invasion (P=0.148) among breast cancers subtypes
(Table 4). Perilesional + prepectoral edema and skin +
perilesional + prepectoral edema were significantly asso-
ciated with HER2 positive breast cancer (4/24, 16.7% and
6/24, 25%) compared with luminal A cancers (4/174, 2.3%
and 10174, 5.7%) (P = 0.001). However, when mass and non-
mass lesions were analyzed separately, chest wall or pec-
toralis muscle invasion was significantly associated with
TN breast cancer (1/3, 33.3%) compared with luminal A can-
cers (0/28, 0%) (P=0.003) in non-mass lesions. In addition,
perilesional + prepectoral edema was significantly associ-
ated with HER2 positive tumors (3/14,21.4%) compared with
luminal A cancers (4146, 2.7%) (P=0.049) in mass lesions.

5. Discussion

Identification of breast cancer subtypes has become
important for planning the targeted-endocrine therapy
and optimal management of patients. The present study
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Table 2. MR Imaging Characteristics of Breast Cancer Subtypesa"b

Characteristics Luminal A (N=174) Luminal B (N =45) HER2 positive (N =24) Triple-negative (N =24) Pvalue
Lesion type 0.005
Mass 146 (83.9) 41(91.1) 14 (58.3) 21(87.5)
Non-mass 28(16.1) 4(8.9) 10 (41.7) 3(12.5)
Mass
Size 23(18-30) 27(18-35) 33.5(26-38) 26(23-40) 0.027
Shape < 0.001
Round 3(21) 0(0) 0(0) 1(4.8)
Oval 17 (11.6) 2(4.9) 3(21.4) 12(57.1)
Irregular 126 (86.3) 39(95.1) 11(78.6) 8(38.1)
Margin < 0.001
Circumscribed 5(3.4) 0(0) 2(143) 11(52.4)
Irregular 75 (51.4) 28(68.3) 8(57.1) 8(38.1)
Spiculated 66(45.2) 13(31.7) 4(28.6) 2(9.5)
Internal enhancement 0.493
Homogeneous 8(5.5) 3(7.3) 0(0) 0(0)
Heterogeneous 104 (71.2) 31(75.6) 11(78.6) 13(61.9)
Rim enhancement 34(233) 7(17.1) 3(21.4) 8(38.1)
Additional lesion 0.105
Unifocal 101(69.2) 28(68.3) 6(42.9) 18(85.7)
Multifocal 17 (11.6) 5(12.2) 5(35.7) 2(9.5)
Multicentric 28(19.2) 8(19.5) 3(21.4) 1(4.8)
Non-Mass
Distribution 0.474
Focal 2(7.1) 1(25) 1(10) 1(33.3)
Segmental 1(39.3) 2(50) 0(0) 1(33.3)
Regional 4(14.3) 0(0) 3(30) 0(0)
Multiple regional 4(14.3) 0(0) 3(30) 0(0)
Diffuse 7(25) 1(25) 3(30) 1(33.3)
Internal enhancement 0.710
Homogeneous 3(10.7) 0(0) 1(10) 1(333)
Heterogeneous 22(78.6) 3(75) 6(60) 1(33.3)
Clumped 2(71) 1(25) 2(20) 1(333)
Clustered ring 1(3.6) 0(0) 1(10) 0(0)
Time-intensity curves 0.134
Persistent 14(8) 2(4.4) 0(0) 1(4.2)
Plateau 107 (61.5) 20 (44.4) 17(70.8) 14 (58.3)
Washout 53(30.5) 23(51.1) 7(29.2) 9(37.5)
Intratumoral SI on T2WI < 0.001
Low/equal 139(79.9) 33(733) 14 (58.3) 10 (41.7)
High/very high 35(20.1) 12(26.7) 10 (41.7) 14 (583)

Abbreviation: T2WI, T2 weighted image.

*Time-intensity curves and intratumoral SI on T2WI were evaluated for all mass and non-mass lesions.
PValues are expressed as No. (%) or median (25th - 75th percentiles).
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Table 3. Multivariate Logistic Regression Analysis of Factors Associated with TN Breast Cancers Versus Non-TN Breast Cancers in Mass Lesions

Variable Triple-negative breast cancer/ non- triple-negative breast cancer
Univariate Multivariate
OR (95%CI) Pvalue OR (95%CI) Pvalue

Size 1.02(0.99-1.05) 0.093 - -
Shape o -

Round 1.0

Oval 1.63(0.15-17.50) 0.684

Irregular 0.13(0.01-1.46) 0.100
Margin

Circumscribed 1.0 1.0

Irregular 0.04 (0.01-0.15) < 0.001 0.05(0.015- 0.174) < 0.001

Spiculated 0.01(0.003-0.08) < 0.001 0.02(0.004 - 0.124) < 0.001
Internal enhancement -

Rim enhancement 1.0

Heterogeneous 0.49(0.19-1.25) 0.138
Additional lesion -

Unifocal 1.0

Multifocal 0.55(0.12-2.53) 0.448

Multicentric 0.19(0.02-1.48) 0.114
Time-intensity curves -

Persistent 1.0

Plateau 1.31(0.15-10.90) 0.802

Washout 1.50 (0.17-13.09) 0.710
Intratumoral SI on T2WI

Low/equal 1.0 1.0

High/very high 4.62(1.83-11.66) 0.001 2.78(1.01-8.30) 0.049
Skin or nipple invasion 1.38(0.16-11.84) 0.766 = =
Chest wall or pectoralis muscle invasion 1.96 (0.21-17.61) 0.548 - -

Abbreviations: CI, confidence interval; OR, Odds ratio; SI, signal intensity; TN, triple negative.

showed that there were significant differences in histolog-
ical grade, lesion type (mass-nonmass), size, shape, margin
features of mass lesions, intratumoral signal intensity on
T2WI, and edema pattern among breast cancer molecular
subtypes.

Our findings revealed that the most common histo-
logical type was IDC. The other histological types were di-
agnosed in a small number of patients. Uematsu et al.
(8) found that metaplastic and medullary carcinoma were
significantly associated with TN breast cancer. Costantini
et al. (6) reported that there were no statistically differ-
ences among the molecular subtypes in terms of histolog-
ical type. Special type breast cancers such as cribriform,
metaplastic, medullary carcinoma are relatively rare histo-

logical subtypes. We think that further studies with a great
number of patients are required to clarify the relationship
between special histological type and molecular subtypes
of breast cancer.

Luminal A is the most common molecular subtype
and typically has the best prognosis (14). Luminal B sub-
type is more aggressive than luminal A cancers (15). Our
study revealed that the majority of luminal A and luminal
B tumors were seen as irregular shaped mass with irreg-
ular/spiculated margin and heterogeneous enhancement.
There was no significant difference between imaging find-
ings of luminal A and luminal B breast cancers. To the best
of our knowledge, there is only one published report dis-
tinguishing the MRI appearances of luminal Aand luminal

Iran | Radiol. 2018;15(4):e64889.
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Table 4. Associated MRI Findings of Breast Cancer Subtypes®

Luminal A Luminal B HER2-positive Triple-negative Pvalue

Total (mass and non-mass) 174 45 24 24
Skin or nipple invasion 10 (5.7) 3(6.7) 2(83) 2(83) 0.934
Chest wall or pectoralis muscle invasion 2(11) 2(4.4) 1(4.2) 2(83) 0.148
Edema 0.001

Absent 41(23.6) 9(20) 2(83) 2(83)

Perilesional 82(47.1) 24(53.3) 7(29.2) 14 (583)

Skin 7(4) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)

Perilesional + skin 30(17.2) 7(15.6) 5(20.8) 1(4.2)

Perilesional + prepectoral 4(23) 2(4.4) (16.7) 3(12.5)

Perilesional + prepectoral + skin 10 (5.7) 3(6.7) 6(25) (16.7)
Mass 146 41 14 21
Skin or nipple invasion 4(2.7) 2(4.9) 1(7.1) 1(4.8) 0.779
Chest wall or pectoralis muscle invasion 2(1.4) 2(4.9) 1(7.1) 1(4.8) 0.375
Edema 0.049

Absent 38(26) 8(19.5) 2(14.3) 2(9.5)

Perilesional 69(47.3) 23(56.1) 5(35.7) 14 (66.7)

Skin 5(3.4) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)

Perilesional + skin 24(16.4) 5(12.2) 3(21.4) 0(0)

Perilesional + prepectoral 4(2.7) 2(4.9) 3(21.4) 3(14.3)

Perilesional + prepectoral + skin 6(4.1) 3(73) 1(7.1) 2(9.5)
Non-Mass 28 4 10 3
Skin or nipple invasion 6(21.4) 1(25) 1(10) 1(333) 0.788
Chest wall or pectoralis muscle invasion 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 1(333) 0.003
Edema 0.246

Absent 3(10.7) 1(25) 0(0) 0(0)

Perilesional 13(46.4) 1(25) 2(20) 0(0)

Skin 2(7.4) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)

Perilesional + skin 6(21.4) 2(50) 2(20) 1(33.3)

Perilesional + prepectoral 0(0) 0(0) 1(10) 0(0)

Perilesional + prepectoral + skin 4(14.3) 0(0) 5(50) 2(66.6)

Abbreviation: HER2, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2.
*Values are expressed as No. (%).

B tumors. Kato et al. (16) reported that rim enhancement
was significantly more common in luminal B cancers than
luminal A cancers.

A spiculated mass margin was reported to be asso-
ciated with lower histologic grade and would be a ma-
jor feature for differentiating between ER-positive and ER-
negative cancers (16, 17). Spiculated mass margin was as-
sociated with luminal A breast cancers compared with TN
lesions in our study. Irregular shaped, irregular/spicular
marginated, heterogeneous enhanced mass with lower
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histological grade may suggest ER + breast cancer.

HER2 positive breast cancers tend to have poor progno-
sis (18). HER2 positive breast cancers constitute 10% - 15%
of the all breast cancers (19). HER2 positive subtype was
seen in 9% of tumors in the present study. The present
study revealed that a larger tumor size and non-mass en-
hancement were significantly more common in HER2 pos-
itive tumors. Also, multifocality and multicentricity were
more common in patients with HER2 positive breast can-
cer than the other subtypes. To our knowledge, there are a
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Figure 1. Human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 (HER2) positive breast can-
cer (invasive ductal carcinoma) of the left breast in a 38-year-old woman. A, Ax-
ial contrast-enhanced three-dimensional gradient-echo T1 high resolution isotropic
volume examination (THRIVE) image with fat suppression shows diffuse non-mass
lesion with heterogeneous internal enhancement. B, Axial short tau inversion recov-
ery (STIR) image reveals skin + perilesional + prepectoral edema. C, Corresponding
time-intensity curve indicates plateau kinetic.

Figure 2. Luminal A breast cancer (invasive ductal carcinoma) of the left breast in
a 52-year-old woman. A, Axial T2 weighted turbo spin-echo image shows a low in-
tensity mass with irregular shape. B, Axial contrast-enhanced three-dimensional
gradient-echo T1 high resolution isotropic volume examination (THRIVE) image
with fat suppression (second post-contrast phase image of dynamic series) shows
a 32 mm mass with spiculated margin and heterogeneous enhancement. C, Corre-
sponding time-intensity curve indicates washout kinetic.

limited number of reports on the specific appearances of
HER2 positive tumors. Grimm et al. (10) reported that mul-
ticentric or multifocal disease was significantly more fre-
quent in luminal B and HER2 positive subtypes.

Edema pattern was classified into five subgroups and
we found that perilesional + prepectoral edema and skin
+ perilesional + prepectoral edema were associated with
HER2 positive breast cancer compared with the luminal
A cancers. Alili et al. (20) reported that perilesional
edema was more common in HER positive cancers than

luminal subtypes. Our results support their study. The
present study is the first study to evaluate edema pattern
as five subgroups and we described significant difference
in edema pattern.

TN breast cancers have the worst prognosis of all tu-
mor types and they are responsible for a large percentage
of deaths, due to aggressive characteristics and absence of
specific treatment (7, 21). In our study, TN breast cancers
were associated with a higher histological grade, oval mass
shape, circumscribed mass margin and high/very high sig-

Iran | Radiol. 2018;15(4):e64889.
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Figure 3. Human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 (HER2) positive breast cancer
(invasive ductal carcinoma) of the right breast in a 48-year-old woman. A, Axial short
tau inversion recovery (STIR) image shows perilesional edema around the mass le-
sions. B, Axial second post-contrast phase substracted image of dynamic exami-
nation shows multifocal heterogeneous enhanced mass lesions. C, Time-intensity
curve indicates washout kinetic.

nal intensity on T2ZWI. Multiple logistic regression analysis
identified the intratumoral signal intensity on T2WI and
mass margin as independent predictors of the TN breast
cancer. High intratumoral signal intensity on T2WI, cor-
responding to necrosis is associated with a poor prognos-

Iran ] Radiol. 2018;15(4):e64889.

Figure 4. Triple-negative breast cancer (invasive ductal carcinoma) of the left
breast in a 42-year-old woman. A, Axial T2 weighted turbo spin-echo image shows
a mass with intratumoral high/very high intensity. B, Axial short tau inversion
recovery (STIR) image reveals perilesional edema. C, Axial contrast-enhanced
three-dimensional gradient-echo T1 high resolution isotropic volume examination
(THRIVE) image with fat suppression (second post-contrast phase image of dynamic
series) shows a 33 mm oval mass with a circumscribed margin and rim enhance-
ment.

tic factor in invasive breast cancers (22). Higher histologi-
cal grade with oval, circumscribed mass and high intratu-
moral signal intensity on T2WI may suggest TN tumor. Al-
though oval shape and circumscribed margins are usually
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suggestive of benign breastlesions, rim enhancement may
alert the radiologist to the presence of an aggressive lesion
(23, 24). Rim enhancement was reported as a significantly
associated finding with TN tumors (8). In the present study,
rim enhancement was seen most frequently in TN subtype.

Uematsu et al. (8) reported that 66% of TN tumors were
unifocal, with the remainder being multifocal; there was
no multicentricity. Dogan etal. (9) later reported that mul-
ticentric disease was seen in 23% of the TN breast cancers.
In our study, most of the TN cancers were unifocal (85.7%),
but multifocal and multicentric disease were seen in 9.5%
and 4.8% of the TN cancers, respectively. There are diverse
results about the age of TN breast cancer patients. Costan-
tini et al. (6) found that a younger age was significantly as-
sociated with the TN subtype. In the present study, there
was no significant difference between age and breast can-
cer subtypes.

The present study revealed that there were no signifi-
cantdifferences in distribution and internal enhancement
pattern of the non-mass lesion, and time-signal intensity
curve pattern among breast cancer subtypes. Non-mass en-
hancement is a relatively rare presentation of breast can-
cers. Distribution and internal enhancement features of
non-mass lesions were previously reported by Youk et al.
(7) (8.4%, 23/271), Uematsu et al. (8) (23.8%, 42/176), and Kato
etal. (16) (14.3%,14/98). We reported imaging features of 45
(16.9%) non-mass enhancing lesions and there were no sig-
nificant differences in distribution and internal enhance-
ment features of non-mass lesions in agreement with pre-
vious reports (7, 16). We also found that chest wall or pec-
toralis muscle invasion was significantly associated with
TN breast cancer compared with luminal A cancers in non-
mass lesions. However, patient numbers were too small in
these groups. Further studies with a large number of pa-
tients are needed to analyze the features of non-mass le-
sions in different breast cancer subtypes. Time-signal in-
tensity curves have been used to differentiate benign and
malignant lesions. Different curve patterns were reported
in each molecular subtypes previously (6-9) but there is no
conclusive data about the possibility of reliably differenti-
ating breast cancer subtypes based on the time-signal in-
tensity curves.

The major limitation of the present study was the ret-
rospective study design. Another limitation was that the
numbers of HER2 positive and TN tumors were small.

In conclusion, histological grade, size and morpholog-
ical features of masses on DCE-MR], intratumoral signal
intensity on T2WI and edema pattern would be useful to
differentiate breast cancer molecular subtypes. The com-
bined analysis of histopathologic findings and DCE-MRI
findings may provide prediction of molecular subtypes of
breast cancer to plan the personalized therapy and opti-

10

mal management of patients. Further prospective studies
with a large number of subjects are needed to evaluate di-
agnostic performances of MR imaging for differentiating
tumor subtypes.
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