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Diagnosis: Accessory Nerve Schwannoma 
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Vestibular schwannomas or so called “acoustic neu-

romas” are the most common cranial nerve schwan-

nomas, followed by trigeminal and facial schwanno-

mas and then glossopharyngeal, vagus and spinal ac-

cessory nerve schwannomas. Schwannomas involving 

the oculomotor, trochlear, abducens and hypoglossal 

nerves are the rarest types.1-3 

 The clinical presentation of cranial nerve XI 

schwannomas relates to their location and extent: 

intracranial, jugular foramen, upper neck and cervical 

spine.3-4 

MRI with gadolinium-based contrast medium is the 

technique of choice for cranial nerve schwannoma 

imaging and CT is ideal for evaluating the secondary 

effects on the neural foramina. 

 Calcified accessory schwannomas are rare. These 

lesions are most frequently encountered in the third 

to sixth decades of life and are slightly more common 

in women.5 

 Our case was a 37-year-old woman with a painless 

mass in the right posterior neck space gradually ap-

pearing during one year. Examination confirmed a 

40×25×18 mm firm, mobile, non tender lump in the 

right posterior neck space. 

 Ultrasonography exam revealed a 40×30×20 mm 

hypo-echoic mass with multiple calcified foci, in 

which color Doppler detected mild vascularity. On 

contrast-enhanced CT scan a 45×30×18 mm hetero-

geneous mass with multiple calcified foci (according 

to non-contrast cuts) was found in the posterior part 

of the neck which displaced the vessels anteriorly. No 

surrounding fat stranding or any other gross patholo-

gy was evident in other neck spaces. 

 According to the above findings, the differential di-

agnoses were: lymphadenopathy due to TB or of less 

possibility; fungal infections, hemangioma, lymphan-

gioma or schwannoma. 

Mass resection and histopathology revealed 

schwannoma of the accessory nerve with unusual 

calcification. No evidence of recurrence was detected 

after one year.  

 The interesting point of this case was the unusual 

manifestation of accessory nerve schwannoma not 

only because of its rarity but also as a result of the 

unusual calcification and symptomless appearance. 
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