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Dear editor,
On December 13, 2019, the Wuhan Municipal Health

Commission, China, reported cases of pneumonia with
unknown causes following an outbreak in Wuhan South
China seafood wholesale market. More studies introduced
and reported a new coronavirus as the cause of respira-
tory symptoms in these cases (1). The virus caused signs
and symptoms similar to the severe acute respiratory
syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome
(MERS) and could be transferred through close human-
to-human contact. In recent year, COVID-19 became the
most significant public health crisis in the world, follow-
ing MERS and SARS (2).

Cases were reported in other countries besides China.
With the spread of the virus to other countries and the
announcement of an emergency situation, most of the
world’s countries implemented extreme safety measures.
The disease’s spread was such that the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) confirmed the outbreak as a pandemic on
March 11, 2020 (3). Until November 29, 2020, the WHO an-
nounced 77234607 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and a total
of 1700961 deaths (4).

In many countries, the health system is known as the
front line and the main sector in coping with public health
crises. Besides the decisions made at national and provin-
cial levels, the participation of all parts of the community,
including public and governmental organizations and in-
stitutions, can considerably help to control the disease. At
this point, armed forces and military complexes in differ-
ent countries can have a significant role in fighting against
the COVID-19 disease, given their expertise, readiness, and
scientific ability. Because of their special training and
characteristics, military organizations and their affiliated
forces have good maneuverability and can serve in various

roles, including rescue operations, treating patients, trans-
ferring the injured and those in need of help in affected ar-
eas, etc. (5).

The actions of the military have been evident in various
countries since the early days of the Corona outbreak. For
instance, as the source of the disease, China started a mas-
sive campaign against Corona. During the Chinese mili-
tary fight against the virus, many troops and huge supplies
were provided by the organization. The Chinese military
has been involved in implementing quarantine and relief
operations, as well as distributing supplies and other ne-
cessities in quarantined areas from the beginning of the
outbreak. Moreover, the Chinese military focused many of
its research efforts on developing the vaccines and drugs
needed to fight the virus.

In Sweden, a team of the army’s chemical, microbial
and atomic warfare forces, along with a military labora-
tory, started working with the Swedish university to de-
velop rapid detection and diagnosis method of the virus.
In Italy, as a country with a high prevalence of coronavirus
and related mortality, the military and police accepted the
responsibility for enforcing quarantine rules and monitor-
ing the implementation of curfews to prevent the spread
of the virus. Furthermore, British and the USA armies were
on standby to act if the states turned into critical condi-
tions. The French Military Centre that works on the fields of
epidemiology and public health provided some essential
information required to the decision-making process. The
emergency departments of the Paris Fire Brigade and Mar-
seille offered prehospital services to COVID-19 patients. Sev-
eral military educational hospitals collaborated with re-
gional health centers. The biomedical research institute
affiliated with the military executed diagnostics and par-
ticipated in many research projects by presenting updated
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scientific literature and expert views on COVID-19 (6).
It seems that the armed forces of our country (Iran)

have fulfilled a more prominent and significant role com-
pared to other countries’ military sections in helping and
cooperating with the government and executive institu-
tions. All Iran’s military forces, including the army, Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps, Ministry of Defense, and the police,
have been involved in fighting the coronavirus. One of the
first divisions of armed forces that participated in the bat-
tle was the Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Support.
During the outbreak, this ministry contributed to disease
prevention by producing and distributing face masks and
disinfectants. Efforts to produce diagnostic kits have been
among prominent actions of Iran’s Ministry of Defense.

Given the valuable experiences from the time of Iran’s
Holy Defense in coping with various diseases and injuries,
the Army and Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps formed a
camp to deal with the disease. Providing medical person-
nel and establishing clinics and mobile hospitals in vari-
ous areas affected by the disease to obviate the shortage
of hospital beds, as well as providing some of the equip-
ment needed by hospitals, were among important mea-
sures taken by these forces. They appropriately fulfilled
their role in reducing the pressure on the country’s health-
care system. Furthermore, the contamination teams of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and Army took respon-
sibility for cleaning and disinfecting the environment and
various places in multiple cities, including the northern re-
gions that had countless infected people. These forces have
also provided food and shelter for vulnerable families and
individuals since the corona outbreak. The project of pro-
ducing the Corona therapeutic medicine has been started
with the cooperation of the Ministry of Health and Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps Deputy for Research and In-
dustry at the Genetics Center of Baqiyatallah University of
Medical Sciences, which appears to be very promising.

The above-mentioned shows that the Corona outbreak
has rendered the entire armed forces of Iran to be in-
tegrated together. These forces have mobilized all their
power, capacities, and potential to aid the Ministry of
Health, as the body in charge of the country’s health, to de-
feat this virus with minimal casualties and injuries.
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