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#Abstract

Background: Sexual issues are among the first important subjects in marital life and adaptation in
sexual relationship is a key factor to happiness.

Objective: The aim of this study was to phenomenologically assess the experienced psychological
changesin women’s sexual relationship after childbirth.

Methods: This was a qualitative study performed in Tabriz University in 2006 using an open and

in-depth interview along with objective sampling. Volunteers were asked to express their views
about their experienced psychosomatic changes in sexual relationship. Interviews were recorded
and further typed and analyzed using Colizzi method.

Findings: Several psychological changes including dyspareunia, tiredness, anxiety, fear and change
in body image were revealed to occurr after childbirth.

Conclusion: As identification and removal of experienced psychological changes in women after
childbirth is of prime priority, attention to sexual health should be considered as an essentia
component of any caring package to improve women'’s troubled and difficult sexual relationship.

Keywords: Phenomenology, After chidbirth period, Psychologic varieties

Corresponding Address: Faculty of midivifery and Nursing, Shahrood University of Medical Sciences, Shahrood, Iran
Email: zonuzia@yahoo.com

Tel: +98 273- 3334016

Received: 2007/03/12

Accepted: 2008/2/16



WAV 5l c(FA (53 ) ¥ osled o353 Jl e s 33 (S pshe ol pale alone

Ol 51 s 8593 33 O (owiar basly) p3 08 1y (B Ll Sl et (o1 bl

FE oal3le; g 43S

* % . e a . * e A
03}k 35k S5 o3l

39,0l (S pole oKl slole g (g liwyy 00l Hlolo 09,5 opex
Sy S pole oKy (plole g (g)liw yy 0aSisly plolo 09,5 (orpe %
Sups (S pale oy plole g (g bty oSl (gl 09,5 Hloliulwxx

Email: zonuzia@yahoo.com

NINY 2 ol do,b

SYVYTYYEAS Gl plole g (6l 03K (oS pole oSl 5 ¥ i 29l 45l8e oyl

ANYIYY wedl s 5o )b

bAS ¥

sl 3 530 Jelse 31 iz By, 13 55l 5 350 3 (25865 (555 g 3 oo i > o] Bl 1 (i ol 2

Dyl g (Judgs

5 el el 5l e 0y93 (o (U5 o baslgy pd 0l duyos B LS gy Sl e jolate 4 adlllas sBAR
Pl 52055 386 ) YWAD Jlu )3 B gy (e (5590 b olyo Gros 5 3 slaalan l oslisal b (&S gy ol 1 g 9 31ge
o gCwsd 5 s 5l s baadlSe WiiliS cou ay i blsy 3 oddd 4,00 B lsy Slpas gl 1y 268 solBad llbgly i

s Y 5 4558 S35 oy ezl b

30 &) Olodl) 3 053 93 RS el 1 e 5 o) (G (St (Sl dloail dasie (BG5Sl tABL
5 gl cuadl bt 5 bl 51 mg 093 (b (U5 bawgi 0ud e (BLply) Sl a8 5 alolid S nl 4 arg b 15 5 Ao
o a2 o8 Bbinn U 2yS )8 acudle Lol (dlipd Sl bbioe e ol cutls Salgd care B (55208 9 (b bilgy )18

omd e (Sialen 4 Klgn L1 23 oasd )
S N3] 568 o i il e olas
ez Ay jlcals) pae o )3 5 (Sialeal
olyon &y 5 1y iz (S (2l Sl oo 35 ke

M 150 azsls

Sl b & i codas Gt 5o
oM Wl oo o] I3 Sl Slgy oMo )
Jldy &8lg 05 a8 ).a.;l.;uDuuA.w @l S
2 ge 3l 03lgl s (9lS > Wl (>
Mosa gy caodlo 5 (S5 31 sl
A blue a3y ) Coenl Bbd 5l puis Jles
kol o )50 g a5l )l 8 sdl5 (S5 Jsl
Cyne g wlusl )3 S5 Jelgs | >
Jelge S (S it culdy (i by Togi

Bl ley Ol clonly 51 G Bygd ouwlid )l y sl 051gS

AoddoH

Gie ol 5 1S @ e ) ey plusl @i
Ol 9215 3929 5 (o) Cldgge »S> 4y
0 25 o sl 03Il )5 (g8 I Bude slaogl>
Cenp gl |y il (0l (25805 Aan b5y
NS Gk ol il g e L o S1558
4o iehie (U8 53 (cuix 8358 (b Sl O lab
1y oly 5 33,5 (e sl Giely] (slie g sy oo JlSS
LY WY VSN W PR W

Sygo 4 |y ol Clligg dlipe Sl plojl
> g oolel (o e (Sialon 5 (S5 LS
ly bl M 5 slaa] glaain oS WS o iy
bl oyl 4y 5 320 Gow ol Comazed )] yuuo )
el Gl oy opl Bk 290 oxie 3e



O 5 6555 00037 [ o 205 2 L0y Sl o lulis

T 31y sf sl s oS0 S
lrdiges (oIS e (b 5l ooliul 5 (534S daone
L2 3,l90 oyl

oisie glalhw gyl Jobd (XS (SjeileS
S dme (9,5 553k g bl o Sl 4 3y
oS e 530S 5 sl il |y sl sl
Cul (o b3yl bl g Sptnghy oy Jols
M gl 58 oo J| ot i b

e OLSS wnla s b s y ogMe saiSdnlas
D)8 oo bl o 1y eaiiSeS b ol onds g ylas
Sladeyo ¥V g adllas 3)90 80y Cople @ d29 L
5 bl bl Judos 5 525 gl 3055

(aal #*

Jols (5 bawgs 005 408 (3ibelsy Sl
Pidg ) T 4 gske Sladlogyg)d

pa=s oz 300 9 05 0 ke pae) Jgl diloygy
ORBgi 3 a8 (U5 8 lawgi 0 )3 les
ly dSde ol oy 368 QU 5 ol 8 (0155 ol
W0)S° S5 365 4 ey

ey s cadal) SLET S oy5) pod dlogygy
553 (S i3aome (Kol (5398 (45 )l o
s s Lnaslao dan ;5 Ly & SHSuko odas
alarly BT 5| GBLSES b o og: gedo oyl
S (Shols g S5 il dbdsy paey pas
AS gole pj Bk 4 &5 3
i mlbasy b jsp p3,S 00 ;S8 L pa e
gty S a1 S o p355 g <ol 0053
Lol ™ SogS dy STbyy dy oS ap il Cgie b
o3Vl
4B oy b ) S sl S a0 DIt 2
ddgod (p)l> oyl ddon 298 oo 2l 395 gt 0
Yy oy
Vs Alols Yl (4ly (sl 05 0 02550 oS len”

(A).Q_wl L'j u.uo)lt.u 9 (SIS WS 9 a.\|95l£> Lglm 5 ).’;o

Fam g (Shels ()93 53 (ouiz sl ] goud
2 @byt Laghes ol 3 anbe Gl plel;
o G5l g Cold) ((Sed slaasdy (polus]
Lot 35 plosly 31 o 8393 3 75 0 Sl
OB e gilend Ao 550k Sl 5 Seisle st
oz O gl 4 e g ily (S (i e
e 9y 2 Wl Jolos nl plos g o slox]
2y eyt 5 4Bl 5 5 i Gl B2
go L yuais ) ol8 138 sl o5 i Lady,
4ol ) g o) balyy 0 w2y JB sl Slebunl
Lalsy )3 Ul (Sialan pac g ym0d 5 05 Gl
M n i

S8y g 0dlgls o 9)5 )0 drely Codlw Laas
o OS] ccnl 3925 b Ml (65106 5 (o Ll
slan! (ol slacodgize cde @ o)l 4 o
a8l a8 ol 4 oS Cunl oladlgho I ¢ Simd
[ o 3y90 3 SleMbl ¢ s pped 4 g ol oS
S gy MBT cpl &S canl Jbjd cpl ol oS
il 3,31 ngar oo 45 01 5,5 oy Jale
Lyt plwlid G b adllas ol 1 O ngis o
0)93 33 (L) (s ally) 53 0 420 (B LS
5 el lealy 5l

g, 9 dlge %
Lol 3oy s 33 WWAD Jlo 3 (oS adlllas )
o) s 2l ST ) S 53 (5 pSiges 03
Loodld (6yglaes 59 D90 (s)lodpw o9y 4 pocd
(54505 b olyen (ras g 4Bl (lojl des dnlas
NS o L asla o gy (oM pé 5 (oIS
A plol (glaads e U5 Cugs 9o o BausSes b
4oy daxie slagby) 5| S pigg nlae Job )
Foals g pgke SleMbl 4 ol jshie 4 oad
a0 3)555 a3l plyl b oo Sloul e 3 )8 0 0gp



WAV 5l c(FA (53 ) ¥ osled o353 Jl e s 33 (S pshe ol pale alone

ol gy Jleinl g Sl (U 53 (i (sla SIS
Cowl Adime WS 018 )T 00300 b0 p0 1) JM3
2 05 3 oz Jeo i dlex I gz (sl
o MY Sl 5 @l jleay olaaly 5l 099
"o o 38 G (V) olygSan Mttt juise
s plels Sl e ol oo 7 258 03 065 )k
7S Ul 5 ol pas i o SialS
ol (¥++0) Sy 59 o uilS) &0 (e sl
o Jol oo iz (dye )3 (i el g Jlos &S0 )8
Sl g (Shals 1 -8 olej b anlie 3 (e
(i Joo 1)l (U 1 olemn 5 Wb SRS
9 e lael8)l omen 5 (ly galSe pg)
P i Jeo 02l (1) 3ol M g5 0 oligs
Mhceal 03,8 38 oladly 5 o 8155 31y e

ol G )3 48 (UK odes I S0 (S
dpasy mro i pie calarly ST 51 ) oy g dpeo
slaadlas )5 50 da e ( Shels g g8 s oy
Lo FY UV g U5 o FY U Y &5 0l 5158
Mgy (i adaly SLET 51 o y5 Jlas el
B 9l B3gaome )3 iz Blus o2 join alinlio
Ol Jl epdoe sloygicS )3 039 4 () 5 B (0
el S8 Ciwlgd > 5 diej ol > 295 MU
ey Sa dlas ool 5 50 Ltagy g
A gske (Basdanlas il

oSy LS czge j 8 9 0fly sSOL
Jgese psbods djigl Jome 1035 (o Lael oyl (oS
Mosgiien 55 yuod 5 05 2 2B IHS jop e

@ls L ol adlhe 5 S3g8 (08 )l I oy
M5l lscan dallas 08 1 gipms jullTLio 5| Juols
Ope (22ygiS 5> Al (o] & sy o 45 4,
G Ly 5 opily SIS )3 34 48 Lo S
el dgrdo i Ml oo

Obel 1 om 93 55 jledSuie 3)lge 51,05 (S
odd (EALSES bl (B > SIS jep cuw S

Db LS o0 pyrsd Hy5al )3 ) pow logygyd
ool o a8 wgenios V1. S oo 58 o p
0 5YL Lol 5 b iS5 )18 ol b igd oo S5

Lo M) ol el gn wib o e

Do apad ol " (S ool lesd
"S5 el e

SlEpS (S35 )5 (i) womy Aoy
o dom Ty Sl (ol el Shals sl
o) I Mol 48 4l o pind il odegl Lid
Y gy LS

oS Colptnl oS By b o 1S el Clgd”
Slacl g dogs w@iily ¢y col il pol S8y
14305 0yly o2 (oL

(5 305 Ao g Coum
L adaly o .ccsh olyon oy (oo0ate 3l g,
«So50eSo s Ol o —im o ol A le g0
b an 08 slals S1as S e oo gl ilaicelo
ol 5 42313 gy (oMo 3 (g5 Sl Wl oo
2 oollasl 1l 35 ir )l caslio sl pas
M csls sl gy ol

Jled sy o b gl doleygny b daily p
s OM Lol Gl dimnly (6,505 Jolge & i
Jold & St o b Sl plaio g Jo8 ol (o9

Y . - .o

Moz olanl gy 5 Su5lsnb o5 oo
Slesron ol dallle L 45 0lad ) &0 U
aS o sl s cpl a4 Wl o &S Cowl o ool lis

o A L ey 5l ey 0)93 > e 5]



O 5 6555 00037 [ o 205 2 L0y Sl o lulis

fY

2 o ddaly oladsdy 5 win Jeo LialS LY
(Ver¥) gl ) el e sl 5 s By9d
Vsl (S g |y colpwl jrals 5  Sws
(Yors) oyl (M).a)_f e s M, Sl
ol Slyass ol e S5 W5 a8 5,8 5158
5 58l Gl ((Kuad (o))l Ll 4 ol oo
g ymobs adllas gl o s s o)lal Clps
& oL e (Blisly) Loy (el
Ll 5l o Ay o ks 4 ilawlie oS wiay o
9 Sl eM bl pae ass 1 g oL ST 2T
Aol e 39 dn (UT L ilag olae,lS 0,5l
2 o OMSUie calisee sladis el (oplply
L pedtane ot 15U 1 (ST ol 51 o 590
5295 SIS baly) 59y o BINST (ol it
Sled Sy pelaie a8 claiag 5l el
Lo (glodld u,..ob 9 OU] 395 0B 5l b; bz
3 e 893 3 (gi Bl (9ol 1 (825
OL5 b oyglie 5 (o) Cusal g Casl ()90 ool

Dydien S0

18,155 ol *
Sby pole oKL (haghy (619 5l Ay (s
Oiomed 5 Slas b cpl (sladbze (el )3 320
SlLSer 9an Glgi ol plsl & alails plos

Dgd o (S10,98 D55 yuse Ul

12| o

cswim OYMB] doliaw ) o oI5 SV g0 (i yailes )
Whe AYAF ¢ ol s 2505 -pg> ol

2. Andrews G. Womens Sexual Health. 2™

ed. Edinburgh: Bailliere Tindal; 2001. 178-
84

Cuto i yue ol JlS) el (13,55 jis 032
s 55 g o TS5 350 395 3,50 3 (555
2 o sla s dbol 1 U5 ol lpaed (5,50
Jledde a4 oy o B Hoad yd pudd 3y90 40 g Ul
9Dy D 1) s Frawl i Cuilds ol cusd
3 as ool 3l MVams e 5 sl coo s Kous
Sooldgs g et 4 dlasel WS o 5]y wlasl g
. \N ., afe .
oo o) (e 5 i ,Shos o) 3 0l
(O (P gyl el by cul Ses
o Sy dy dlezel pae b ol i 4 dleiel

™M) sl

S5 s 45 53 355 35 505 (slas
S oo Colen Glaal S Bygd )3 I ye 5 L5
e PSTL ) (203 pgas LLS)I (V2 +0) pogllinl
. Al ES & .
48 o gl (w0 )3( )-3,5 OO 2)0 5 (o>
S OS5 g 0ad plogl (o9)S Gy (B9 &
Ol 9 49092 03,8 )1 1) Cplin ialS 5 (S35
il HUS i ol b wlgs o 50w 4 48 35 o
ooleal) 395 5lg )3 0 dbml i 5)90 13 (U
. oo . o e . e
35 Ioe ) ings 0a LSS s (S 5 S)3
e o ol 4 sl ol inghy
Dy SN bl g ol zylae i 3 Slas M
Sagb e 517 6800 295" potde b @l L )
3pSos S G Lol 5 5 SIS o b))
A.Z‘o.))_f uLJ uln.vu )'| Lg)lJ.sJ .leo.))f C)Ja.o o>
O30l g L ]l 65 > S5 oS
M3l s o5 50 el ol bl g oo (SiesSil
235 o e JSulio jop & gz 3k
S S Dy (S pols ddlllas > w4l 90
slacolld o igls jl (So (Saus S 25 )15



WAV 5l c(FA (53 ) ¥ osled o353 Jl e s 33 (S pshe ol pale alone

Sylig oleyd 55110 4 00 dxnlye oad  ogiStwle
aabbly ol e Sy Obisel g oleyd bl
IYVY 5y Sz pole oSl )] awlis S
13. Hicks TL, Goodal SF, Quattrone EM,
Lydon-Rochelle  MT. Postpartum  sexual
functioning and method of delivery:
summary of the evidence. J Midwifery
Womens Health, 2004 Sep-Oct; 49(5), 430-6
14. Signorello LB, Harlow BL, Chekos AK,
Repke JT. Postpartum sexual functioning
and its relationship to perineal trauma a
retrospective cohort study of primiparous
women. Am J Obstet Gynecol 2001 Apr;
184(5): 881-8
15. Ahlborg T, Dahlof LG, Hallberg. LR
Quaity of the intimate and sexua
relationship in first-time parents six months
after delivery. J Sex Res 2005 May; 42(2):
167-74
16. Hames CT. Sexual needs and interests of
postpartum couples. JOGN Nurs 1980 Sep-
Oct; 9 (5), 313-5.
17. Olga S. Phenomenological Analysis of
frequent and disruptive sexual discomfort in
married women. PhD thesis, Trinity western
university, 2002
18. von Sydow K. Sexuality during
pregnancy and after childbirth. a
metacontent analysis of
59 studies. J Psychosom Res 1999 Jul;
48(1): 27-49
19. Pomar PJ. Promotion Health in Families.
3% ed. Saunders, 2004. 431-2
20. Craven RF, Hirnle CJ. Fundamentals of
nursing. 4" ed. Philadelphia: Lippincott,
Williams & Wilkins ; 2003. 22
21. Henderson CH, Jones K. Essential
Midwifery. London: Mosby; 1999. 44-5
22. Stulhofer A, Gregurovic M, Pikic A,
Galic I. Sexua problem of urban women in

blo) L ko Jolgs (g0 ) () s ¥
5 Gl ST 4 gmlie 3 )L (e (298L;
g 0dlgil s (6wl Lislon .ol pi Slaey
YO { g g oSl el jlizsl

> M 9 aJ|95l£> Lg).a...a‘).w uu.slo.b: .d)b)l.g
S o&ily wlylicsl z oyl e YYAY olo g0 YY-YVY
VY ¢ i

9 il o (Solgls Ml 1 . o0y o )8 0
0l OYAY olo 4o YY-VY (i &M o
WY € g ke ol ol ylil

ahed 53 e bolyy o pade LA ) lpb S
Slas oled 5 i Mo .p 5y ygr Y
Mo g 0315l (g gl ps islad 233 5 el
oKy QI)L;'L'Jl :Q‘){J SYAY olo o YY-Yv¥ fLei>
A=Y £ e e

Sl Ginlen pleolj 5l dn i by, .y 05y A
SAYAY olo b YY-Y¥ ‘e M s 9 c.)bSLé
FY ¢ ity Ao oSl Ll z oyl a3

{4yl 2)135) (Slpl Joobie (5 55 (i 3, Shos
YY-YYF (i Mo 5 0lgil s (6 yml o Liulon
A § S b oK Q])LZ.’B] :ol).e‘}’ AYAY olo gy
(Sld L badyie Jolse (qwyp o So N
YY-Y¥ o> M 9 o.)|93l_"> d).wl)w uwl.o.lb
AY € iy S ol8isly ol ylial : )] ye5 SIYAY ol yoo
- d)51_> cl_‘> u_,)‘ LY S99 P JLa_Lo R
chlislolhed Jol ol (88 3o s,
VE=YY AYAY (g i

obj sleial g (Solpls bslg) Ly (lags wus



O 5 6555 00037 [ o 205 2 L0y Sl o lulis

¥F

Croatia: prevalence and correlates in a
community sample. Croat Med J 2005 Feb;
46(1), 45-51

23. De Judicibus MA, McCabe MP.
Psychological Factors and the Sexuality of
Pregnant and Postpartum Women (statistical
data included). J Sex Res 2002 May;
39(2):94-103

24. Avery MD, Duckett L, Frantzich CR.

The Experience of Sexuaity During
Breastfeeding among Primiparus Women. J
Midwifery Womens Health 2000 May-Jun;
45(3): 227-37

25. Olsson A, Lundqvist M, Faxelid E,
Nissen E. Women's thoughts about sexual
life after childbirth: focus group discussion
with Women After Childbirth. Scand J
Caring Sci 2005; Dec 19 (4): 381-7



