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Dear Editor,
The significant increase in research activities and the

dramatic growth of research projects and medical sciences
research have rendered the issue of research ethics even
more important. Conflicts of interest are one of the ma-
jor debates regarding research ethics, which may be mate-
rial (tangible) or immaterial. Although conflicts of mate-
rial interests have received more attention in recent years,
conflicts of interests in both forms negatively impact the
performance of researchers and the results of their studies,
thereby leading to the publication of low-quality and bi-
ased articles (1-3). This article aimed to discuss the culture
created in some organizations and universities based on
which conducting some studies is imposed on the organi-
zation through formal and informal communications. In
other words, some researchers attempt to obtain financial
and non-financial resources by sensitizing and persuading
managers to conduct a specific study.

In their meetings with managers and policymakers, re-
searchers and scholars of different fields make an effort to
convince these authorities to allow the conduction of a spe-
cific study in their field or exaggerate the issues/challenges
of their field for managers and policymakers. As a result,
they receive the necessary fund for their research. On the
other hand, managers and policymakers assume that the
research would help solve an important part of the organi-
zation’s problems. However, the reality is different. Based
on the issue of ‘induced demand’, physicians may influ-
ence patient care decision-making due to their high med-
ical knowledge. Induced demand refers to the sale and
provision of unnecessary, additional health services to pa-
tients. It is a complex multifactorial phenomenon, which
causes a waste of time and increases treatment costs with-
out positively affecting the patient recovery process. Fur-

thermore, induced demand causes complications in pa-
tients and delays their treatment process, thereby decreas-
ing the efficacy of health services and trust in physicians.
Due to information asymmetry in the field of medical ser-
vices, the same issue has been observed in the field of
research, giving rise to the phenomenon of ‘induced re-
search’, which is often imposed on managers of organiza-
tions and universities by researchers and requires the spe-
cial attention of managers and decision makers. Induced
research is associated with material and immaterial con-
flicts, which further emphasize the importance of the is-
sue.

In this article, the phenomenon has been considered
for the first time, and it seems that serious measures are
required in this regard. Conflicts of interest have differ-
ent dimensions and represent a complex issue. Therefore,
it is not possible to find a simple solution. In addition
to transparency, providing accurate and specific research
programs and using systems such as the environmental
scanning system to identify the challenges and real issues
could help determine the main problems of any organiza-
tion. Therefore, recognizing such phenomena is critical for
managers and researchers so that efficient and effective re-
search could be conducted. Finally, the results of previous
studies could be used to solve real organizational and com-
munity problems.
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