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Epidemiology of deaths due to traffic accidents in

Kermanshah province (2012)

Background: The increasing trend of traffic accidents is one of the most
serious problems of public health. The aim of this paper was to investigate the
fatal traffic accidents in Kermanshah province.

Method: All research data required were obtained from Legal Medicine
Organization and analyzed by Stata-11 software. Traffic statistics available on
the Road Maintenance and Transportation Organization website were used to
study the death rate per month and day according to traffic level on suburban
highways.

Results: The incidence rate of age-standardized deaths due to road traffic
accidents was 26.1per 100,000 people, and the mean age of the dead was
39.98+21.60 years. The mortality rate was higher in men, those more than 40
years old, married, illiterate and self-employed. Considering the traffic rate on
suburban roads, the highest death rate occurred in the warmest months of the
year during the day. Furthermore, most deaths were due to collisions and the
highest frequency of death was reported for the car occupants. In most cases,
head injuries and head traumas were the final cause of death. A significant
correlation was reported between the type of vehicle and the cause of death and
how the accident occurred (P<0.05).

Conclusion: The mortality rate due to traffic accidents in Kermanshah
province is high. Surveillance over the suburban roads in hot seasons and male
drivers is of particular importance.
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