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Abstract

Context: Jaundice is a common gastrointestinal system disorder globally. Considering the potential of herbal remedies in tradi-
tional medical systems, this study was performed to explore medicinal plants used for the treatment of jaundice in the Canon of
medicine.
Evidence Acquisition: This narrative review was done on one of the most important textbooks in traditional Persian medicine.
Different keywords, like Yárághān and Zárdı̄, were searched in the book, and a list of plants used was prepared. We searched for
recent literature to find any supportive evidence to find the established mechanism of action, as well.
Results: At the end of the study, 32 plants were found in the Canon of medicine, which most of them had at least one experimental
or clinical study clarifying their mechanism of action to treat jaundice or decrease bilirubin.
Conclusions: There are potential remedies in traditional Persian medicine resources, which may be useful in future trials to treat
jaundice.
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1. Context

Jaundice is the commonest presentation of patients
with liver and biliary disease (1). Jaundice is not a dis-
ease in itself, but rather a sign, which can be accompa-
nied by various diseases. It is characterized by yellow skin,
mucosa, and sclera resulting from the increased produc-
tion of bilirubin, usually over 2.5 and 3.0 mg/dL. Jaundice
may occur either from increased production or reduced
excretion of bilirubin due to several diseases and condi-
tions that affect the liver, such as different types of hepati-
tis, liver cirrhosis, Gilbert syndrome, cholestasis, alcohol
or drugs abuse, autoimmune disorders, hemolytic anemia,
liver cancer, etc. (2). Despite the emergence of new chemi-
cal medications in conventional medicine, there has been
a growing interest in searching medicinal plants and their
traditional usage worldwide (3). According to the World
Health Organization (WHO), about 80% of the people in the
world are dependent on traditional medicine for their pre-
liminary healthcare needs (4).

Valuable data are available in traditional Persian

medicine (TPM) manuscripts about medicinal plants,
which have been used by TPM scientists for the treatment
of jaundice. Avicenna (10th and 11th centuries CE) was
one of the prominent TPM scholars who meaningfully
influenced the progress of Iranian medical science (5, 6);
and the Canon of medicine (Al-Qanoon fi al-Tibb) is the
most famous medicinal book of him s (7). A review on
the Canon of Medicine could provide valuable data in the
field of medicinal plants effective in treating jaundice.
Acceptability, availability, and cost-effectiveness are also
important points for such a survey. In this paper, we
investigated medicinal plants, which are mentioned in
the Canon of medicine for the treatment of jaundice.

2. Evidence Acquisition

In this narrative review study, medicinal plants men-
tioned in the Canon of medicine for jaundice were in-
vestigated using keywords of “Yárághān”, “Yárághān -e-
ásfár”, “Zárdı̄”, and “Yárághān -e-zárd” as the terms that in-
dicated jaundice. Then, the collected medicinal plants
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were matched with scientific names using descriptions
of Iranian physicians about the morphological and char-
acteristics of the plants. Then, the scientific names of
the collected plants were confirmed using some text-
books, including popular medicinal plants of Iran (8)
and dictionary of medicinal plants (9). Probable toxicity
of these plants were searched in patient desk reference
(PDR) (10). In order to make relationships between tradi-
tional date and current findings, the effects and biologi-
cal mechanisms of the mentioned medicinal plants were
searched using PubMed, ScienceDirect, and Google Scholar
databases and keywords, such as jaundice and the scien-
tific name of the plants.

3. Results

Data collected from this investigation are presented in
Table 1. A total of 32 plant species were mentioned for the
treatment of jaundice in the Canon of medicine, that most
of them were confirmed with current studies. We did not
find a clinical trial for only four plant species, including
Ajuga chamaepitys L., Laccifer lacca, Potentilla reptans, and
Laricifomes officinalis (Vill.). For each plant, species, scien-
tific name, common English name and TPM names, family,
and parts used were recorded. The most dominant fami-
lies were Asteraceae and Lamiaceae, with three species, fol-
lowed by Leguminosae, Paeoniaceae, Brassicaceae, and As-
paragaceae, with two species each. Different plant parts
had been used for the treatment of jaundice.

Several studies have been conducted on herbal
medicine to treat jaundice (3, 11-13), such as a study by
Bakhshi Jouybari et al. (3), which was done to find the
effectiveness of materia medica for jaundice based on
some important TPM manuscripts, such as the Canon of
medicine. They identified 111 materia medica belonging
to 51 families as herbal remedies for treating jaundice
(3). We found six plant species, including Laccifer lacca,
Paeonia officinalis L., Cassia fistula L., Laricifomes officinalis
(Vill.), Lactuca sativa L., Ecballium elaterium L. had not been
mentioned in their study; however, similar keywords were
used in both studies. Also, they had not mentioned that
how the medicinal plants had been used in the various
liver or bile duct disorders, and for which type of jaundice
they can be most effective. In a study by Amiri et al. (11),
37 ethnomedicinal plants belonging to 26 families were
documented for their therapeutic use against jaundice.
They introduced 9 medicinal plants, which were repeat-
edly mentioned by the traditional healers as the most
extensively used herbs for the treatment of jaundice in
Mashhad (one of the major cities of Iran). They reported

the pharmaceutical form and ethnomedicinal uses of
these medicinal plants (11).

In our study, the therapeutic effects of the medicinal
herbs mentioned in the Canon of medicine for the treat-
ment of jaundice were investigated while current investi-
gations on these medicinal herbs were also considered. In
previous studies, the morphology of plants, the parts used
for the production of medicines, and medicinal forms of
plants useful for pharmacists have been focused on; how-
ever, in the current survey, more attention has been given
to the therapeutic effects of herbs and their temperament.
Temperament, as the principle of TPM, is based on four
qualities: hot, cold, dry, and wet; as well as four senses of
humor, including phlegm, blood, yellow bile, and black
bile (14). In accordance with the results of this study, most
herbs had a hot temperament, and just four herbs had a
cold temperament; however, the inner part of the Citron
(Citrus medica) is cold and wet, as well (Table 1).

In TPM, jaundice has various etiologies, such as gas-
tric disorders, liver disorders, anemia, etc., and its treat-
ment is based on the treatment of its cause. For example, if
hepatic disorder leads to increased yellow bile, treatment
should include medications that reduce yellow bile, which
are usually medicinal herbs with cold temperament. How-
ever, if jaundice is caused by a liver disorder, such as liver
weakness and anemia, treatment should include liver aug-
mentation and correction of the anemia, which is usually
treated by medicinal herbs with hot temperament. Also, in
TPM manuscripts the beneficial effects, such as Mofatteh,
Molattef and, Mohallel for these herbs have been noted.
Mohallel herb is a medicinal herb that functions as a dis-
solvent. Mofatteh herb is a medicinal herb that acts as a
detergent and removes all kinds of visceral obstructions,
especially those in the liver caused by humours. Molattef
herb is a medicinal herb that acts as a diluent. As Table 1
showed, the most repeated effect was “Mohallel effect” (18
plant species), followed by the “Mofatteh effect” (11 plants)
and “Molattef effect”. This means that these herbs are effec-
tive to dissolve and remove the substances, which cause ob-
struction. Awareness about these effects as well as the tem-
perament of herbs can help in choosing the best medici-
nal herbs for the treatment of jaundice. Table 1 also lists
other beneficial effects, such as the effectiveness of Laccifer
lacca, Lactuca sativa L., and Ecballium elaterium L. on reduc-
ing ascites, as well as the effects of Artemisia absinthium L.,
Laccifer lacca (Kerr.), Raphanus sativus L., Cassia fistula L., Lar-
icifomes officinalis (Vill.), Laricifom Matricaria chamomilla L.
and Arnebia euchroma (Royle) in reducing liver pain. Also,
nine plant species were listed as liver, stomach, or both en-
hancers.
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4. Conclusions

A historical approach may be helpful in the discovery
of some viewpoints that cannot be paid attention to by a
purely medical one. This study gives us an insight into the
ideas of Avicenna and could be valuable in finding new
data on the clinical use of the medicinal herbs, which can
be used for the treatment of jaundice leading to future op-
portunities to investigate their potential medicinal use.
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