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Open Peer Review (OPR)

As a new feature for progressing towards transparency, we decided to open a
new window for all of our editors as well as authors titled "Open Peer Review".
We hope by this new facility, our reviewers will be more motivated and authors
will be more satisfied with the review process. We believe that publishing our
peer review reports could make a transparent and clear environment for all our
efforts within a journal, but not all reviewers tend to publish their comments.

What is "Open Peer Review" process?

An "Open Peer Review" process is making the details of all review process
(including reviewers, associate editors, and EICs comments) as "Public" as it is
agreed by EIC, Authors, and reviewers.

Advantages of "Open Peer Review" process

®  More transparency, constructiveness and tactful comments of the peer
review process: leads to an increase in the quality of reviews

More motivations for all involved roles in the review process

Authors' satisfactions from the review process: Increases honesty
between authors and reviewers

Education of both authors and new students

Prevents reviewers from following their individual agendas and leading
to the detection of reviewers' conflicts of interests

You can find out more at:
https://sites.kowsarpub.com/kowsar/knowledgebase/category/tree.html#opr.html
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Here, you can see the Reviewers, Associate Editors
and EICs' comments from the beginning to the end of the
revision process.

REFEREE: Reviewer 0

Dear AE,

Thanks for your invitation.

My opinion are listed as follows:

1-The manuscript should be edited according to this journal instruction.
2-Table 1 needs to be edited again and corrected.

Thanks.
REFEREE: Reviewer 0
Dear AE,

Thanks to the author for submitting the article.

That was interesting . By ignoring some minor things in the article | evaluated it very good
article.

Thanks.

REFEREE: Associate Editor 0



Anesth Pain Med. Open Peer Review; €97229. Page 3 of 7

Dear EIC

Based on reviewer comments this manuscript needs minor revision. Also, consider below
ten references :

- Majedi H, Dehghani SS, Soleyman-Jahi S, Emami Meibodi SA, Mireskandari SM,
Hajiaghababaei M, et al. Validation of the Persian Version of the Brief Pain Inventory (BPI-
P) in Chronic Pain Patients. J Pain Symptom Manage. 2017 Jul;54(1):132-138.

- Malik KM, Beckerly R, Imani F. Musculoskeletal Disorders a Universal Source of Pain and
Disability Misunderstood and Mismanaged: A Critical Analysis Based on the U.S. Model of
Care, Anesth Pain Med. 2018;8(6):e85532.

- Rahimzadeh P, Imani F, Nafissi N, Ebrahimi B, Faiz SHR. Comparison of the effects of
stellate ganglion block and paroxetine on hot flashes and sleep disturbance in breast cancer
survivors. Cancer Manag Res. 2018;26(10):4831-37.

- Khan TW, Imani F. The Management of Chronic Pain; Caught Between a Rock and a Hard
Place: The Case for a Renewed Focus on Provider, Patient, and Payer Education. Anesth
Pain Med. 2017;7(1):e40951.

- Patel VB, Wasserman R, Imani F. Interventional Therapies for Chronic Low Back Pain: A
Focused Review (Efficacy and Outcomes). Anesth Pain Med. 2015;5(4): e29716.

- Imani F, Hemati K, Rahimzadeh P, Kazemi MR, Hejazian K. Effectiveness of Stellate
Ganglion Block Under Fluoroscopy or Ultrasound Guidance in Upper Extremity CRPS. J
Clin Diagn Res. 2016 Jan;10(1): UC09-12.

- Hemati K, Zaman B, Hassani V, Imani F, Dariaie P. Efficacy of Fentanyl Transdermal
Patch in the Treatment of Chronic Soft Tissue Cancer Pain. Anesth Pain Med. 2015;5(1):
€22900.

- Rahimzadeh P, Safari S, Imani F, Pediatric Chronic Pain Management: Steps toward a
neglected area. J Compr Ped. 2012:3(2):47-8.

- Imani F. Using Pulsed Radiofrequency for Chronic Pain. Anesth Pain Med. 2012;1(3):155-
6.

- Imani F, Rahimzadeh P. Interventional Pain Management According to Evidence-Based
Medicine. Anesth Pain Med. 2012;1(4):235-6

Thanks.

Regards

AE

®, REFEREE: EIC | Revision (0)

Dear Author,

Your article is reviewed by the reviewers carefully. According to their comments, this
document needs minor revision. Please follow their comments as requested.
Thanks.
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Reply to Reviewers

ldeally, the reviewing process can significantly improve
the submitted manuscripts by allowing the authors to take
into account the advice of reviewers. Author(s) must reply
to all reviewers' comments in a separate Word file, point
by point. A "Reply to Reviewers" document is submitted
along with revised manuscript during submission of
revised files, summarizing the changes that the authors
made in response to the reviewers' comments. The
responses to reviewers' comments specifies how the
authors addressed each comment the reviewers made.

You can read the authors' responses to the reviewers'
comments in the next page.
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Dear Editor-in-Chief and dear associate editor,

On behalf of my co-authors, we are sincerely thankful for the opportunity that we have to
edit and improve our manuscript based on the valuable editors’ comments.

We have tried our best to incorporate the editors’ comments in the revised version of the
manuscript. Our replies to the comments are presented as below:

Reviewers' Comments:

Reviewer 1:

Hi,thanks for your invite.

My opinion are listed as follows:

1-The manuscript should be edited according this journal instruction.

Reply: thank you for your comment. We will make sure that the manuscript will be prepared
according to this journal style. If there is any specific issue, please kindly let us know your
specific point about this journal instructions.

2-Table -1need to be edited again and corrected.

Reply: Thank you very much for your attention. We double-checked and reviewed the table-1
again. Moreover, we re-evaluated the data provided in the table with our statistician. We
ensure that the data and details are accurately presented. However, if there is any precise
issue that is concerned by the reviewer, we will be sincerely grateful that you mention it
specifically, then we will certainly address the point to meet the reviewers’ concerns.

Reviewer 2:
Hi, thank you for submitting your article. that was interesting . by ignoring some minor
things in your article i evaluated it very good article. good luck !

Reply: we are very thankful for your positive feedback.

Associate Editor's Comments:

Associate Editor 1:

Dear EIC

Based on reviewer comments this manuscript need minor revision. Also, consider below ten
references :

- Majedi H, Dehghani SS, Soleyman-J/ahi S, Emami Meibodi SA, Mireskandari SM,
Hajiaghababaei M, et al. Validation of the Persian Version of the Brief Pain Inventory (BPI-P)
in Chronic Pain Patients. | Pain Symptom Manage. 2017 Jul;54(1):132-138.

Reply: this reference was already in the list of our references. Ref #29.

- Malik KM, Beckerly R, Imani F. Musculoskeletal Disorders a Universal Source of Pain and
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Disability Misunderstood and Mismanaged: A Critical Analysis Based on the U.S. Model of
Care, Anesth Pain Med. 2018;8(6):e85532.

- Rahimzadeh P, Imani F, Nafissi N, Ebrahimi B, Faiz SHR. Comparison of the effects of
stellate ganglion block and paroxetine on hot flashes and sleep disturbance in breast cancer
survivors., Cancer Manag Res. 2018;26(10):4831-37.

- Khan TW, Imani F. The Management of Chronic Pain; Caught Between a Rock and a Hard
Place: The Case for a Renewed Focus on Provider, Patient, and Payer Education. Anesth Pain
Med. 2017;7(1):e40951.

- Patel VB, Wasserman R, Imani F. Interventional Therapies for Chronic Low Back Pain: A
Focused Review (Efficacy and Outcomes). Anesth Pain Med. 2015;5(4): e29716.

- Imani F, Hemati K, Rahimzadeh P, Kazemi MR, Hejazian K. Effectiveness of Stellate Ganglion
Block Under Fluoroscopy or Ultrasound Guidance in Upper Extremity CRPS. | Clin Diagn Res.
2016 Jan;10(1):UC09-12.

- Hemati K, Zaman B, Hassani V, Imani F, Dariaie P. Efficacy of Fentanyl Transdermal Patch in
the Treatment of Chronic Soft Tissue Cancer Pain. Anesth Pain Med. 2015,;5(1): e22900.

- Rahimzadeh P, Safari S, Imani F, Pediatric Chronic Pain Management: Steps toward a
neglected area. | Compr Ped. 2012:3(2):47-8.

- Imani F. Using Pulsed Radiofrequency for Chronic Pain. Anesth Pain Med. 2012;1(3):155-6.

- Imani F, Rahimzadeh P. Interventional Pain Management According to Evidence-Based
Medicine. Anesth Pain Med. 2012;1(4):235-6

Reply: We are sincerely thankful from the editors and we appreciate the time they spent to
review our study. We incorporated as much as references we could from the above list into
our references. However, in spite of our wishes, the content of some of the above references
are very different to our study and are not really relevant to a risk factor assessment
investigation.

Again, we are sincerely grateful for the opportunity that we have to revise our manuscript.

With best regards,

Corresponding Author
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Here, you can see the Reviewers, Associate Editors
and EICs' comments from the beginning to the end of the
revision process.

®) REFEREE: Reviewer | Revision (1)

Dear AE,
The author could reply to the majority of requested items and now it is acceptable.
Sincerely yours.

®, REFEREE: Associate Editor | Revision (1)

Dear EIC,

Based on reviewers' comments, this revised manuscript should be considered as
"ACCEPTANCE"

Regards

®, REFEREE: EIC | Revision (1)

Dear Author,

The document is reviewed carefully by the reviewers. According to their comments and your
revisions as requested, this manuscript is accepted.

Thanks.



