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	REFEREE:	Reviewer	|	Revision	(0)

Dear	AE,	
•	The	correlation	between	toxoplasmosis	and	ethanol	consumption	has	been	examined	in
ethanol	consumers	in	a	study	in	2017.	The	results	of	this	study	revealed	a	positive
relationship	between	the	presence	of	the	Toxoplasma-IgG	antibody	and	the	high
consumption	of	psychoactive	substances	such	as	ethanol	in	consumers	(20).	However,	this
study	did	not	point	out	the	possible	causes	of	this	correlation.	?????	(	Ethanol	consumption
has	not	been	studied)	
•	It	is	necessary	to	discuss	the	high	prevalence	of	IgM	in	the	present	study	Because	the
high	prevalence	of	IgG	of	Toxoplasma	is	not	an	important	issue.	
•	In	the	discussion,	there	are	some	of	the	sentences	from	other	articles	that	need	to	be
corrected.	
Thanks

	Bahador	Shahriari:	Reviewer	|	Revision	(0)

9	Jul	2020

18	Jul	2020
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Dear	AE,	
The	current	study	describes	the	serostatus	of	Toxoplasma	in	addicted	women	in
comparison	with	non-addicted	counterparts	in	Zahedan.	The	study	provided	valuable	pieces
of	information	and	the	manuscript	can	be	considered	for	publication,	provided	that	the
authors	properly	address	the	raised	comments.	
Title	
As	the	study	compared	the	seroprevalence	of	Toxoplasma	infection	in	the	addicted	and
control	group,	this	point	should	be	included	in	the	title.	So	the	appropriate	title	for	this
manuscript	would	be:	
Evaluation	of	Toxoplasma	gondii	antibodies	in	addicted	in	comparison	with	non-addicted
women	in	Zahedan	city	in	Sistan	and	Baluchestan	province,	southeast	Iran	
Abstract:	
Details	of	the	control	group	should	be	included	in	the	Abstract	section.	What	type	of
matching	has	been	done	for	the	control	and	case	groups?	
In	the	Abstract,	it	is	stated	that	“Also,	the	seroprevalence	of	Toxoplasma-IgM	was	identified
37.5%	in	addicted	women	and	27.1%	in	the	control	group”.	This	should	be	IgG,	not	IgM.	
Materials	and	methods:	
Details	of	ELISA	procedures	are	not	necessary	to	be	included	in	the	materials	and	methods
section,	as	it	has	been	performed	based	on	the	manufacturer’s	guidelines.	
Toxoplasma	gondii	or	Toxoplasma	should	come	in	italic	throughout	the	manuscript.	
Thanks

	REFEREE:	Associate	Editor	|	Revision	(0)

Dear	EIC,	
The	manuscript	is	studied,	and	there	are	some	comments	which	should	be	addressed	by
the	author.	According	to	the	comments,	the	document	needs	major	revision.	
Kind	regards,

	REFEREE:	EIC	|	Revision	(0)

Dear	author,	
Answer	the	comments	of	reviewers	one	by	one	in	reply	to	reviewers	file	
Highlight	the	changes	in	main	file	
Reconsider	the	results,	limitations,	conclusions	and	footnotes	
Regards,

2	Aug	2020

2	Aug	2020
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Revision	(1)

Reply	to	Reviewers

Ideally,	 the	 reviewing	process	can	significantly	 improve
the	submitted	manuscripts	by	allowing	the	authors	to	take
into	account	the	advice	of	reviewers.	Author(s)	must	reply
to	all	reviewers'	comments	in	a	separate	Word	file,	point
by	point.	A	"Reply	to	Reviewers"	document	is	submitted
along	 with	 revised	 manuscript	 during	 submission	 of
revised	files,	summarizing	 the	changes	 that	 the	authors
made	 in	 response	 to	 the	 reviewers'	 comments.	 The
responses	 to	 reviewers'	 comments	 specifies	 how	 the
authors	addressed	each	comment	the	reviewers	made.

You	 can	 read	 the	 authors'	 responses	 to	 the	 reviewers'
comments	in	the	next	page.
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Dear Editor in chief,

Answer to reviewers

We appreciate the valuable comments of reviewers

Reviewer 1 (blue dye):

• The correlation of the toxoplasmosis and ethanol consumption has been
examined in ethanol consumers in a study in 2017. The results of this study
revealed a positive relationship between the presence of the Toxoplasma-
IgG antibody and the high consumption of psychoactive substances such as
ethanol  in  consumers  (20).  However,  this  study  did  not  point  out  the
possible  causes  of  this  correlation.  ????? (Ethanol  consumption has  not
been studied)

- We  add  a  sentence  about  consumption  of  ethanol  in  the  section  of
materials and methods

• It is necessary to discuss the high prevalence of IgM in the present study,
Because  the high prevalence  of  IgG of  Toxoplasma is  not  an important
issue.

- In this study the prevalence of IgM was very low and there is no reason
for discus it.

• In the discussion, there are some of the sentences from other articles that need
to be corrected.

- We checked overall and corrected.
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Reviewer 2 (red dye):

The  current  study  describes  the  serostatus  of  Toxoplasma  in  addicted
women in  comparison  with  non-addicted  counterparts  in  Zahedan.  The
study provided valuable pieces of information and the manuscript can be
considered for publication, provided that the authors properly address the
raised comments.

Title
As the study compared the seroprevalence of Toxoplasma infection in the
addicted and control group, this point should be included in the title. So the
appropriate title for this manuscript would be:

Evaluation of Toxoplasma gondii antibodies in addicted in comparison with
non-addicted women in Zahedan city in Sistan and Baluchestan province,
southeast Iran

- We  changed  your  comments  to:  Evaluation  of  Toxoplasma  gondii
antibodies  in  addicted  in  comparison  with  non-addicted  women  in
Zahedan, southeast of Iran

Abstract:
Details  of  the control  group should be included in the Abstract  section.
What type of matching has been done for the control and case groups?

- We answered your comment to addicted women with a history of narcotic
drug consumption as case group non-addicted women without history of
narcotic drug consumption as control group.

In the Abstract, it is stated that “Also, the seroprevalence of Toxoplasma-
IgM was identified 37.5% in addicted women and 27.1% in the control
group”. This should be IgG, not IgM.

- We changed it to IgG
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Materials and methods:

Details  of  ELISA procedures  are  not  necessary  to  be  included  in  the
materials  and  methods  section,  as  it  has  been  performed  based  on  the
manufacture’s guidelines.

- We deleted ELISA procedure and add " it has been performed based on
the manufacture’s guidelines"

Toxoplasma gondii  or Toxoplasma should  come in  italic  throughout  the
manuscript.

- All names of Toxoplasma were italic throughout the manuscript.
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Revision	(1)

Here,	you	can	see	the	Reviewers,	Associate	Editors
and	EICs'	comments	from	the	beginning	to	the	end	of	the
revision	process.

	

	REFEREE:	Reviewer	|	Revision	(1)

Dear	AE,	
The	study	is	reviewed	carefully.	According	to	comments	and	revisions	by	the	author,	this
manuscript	is	accepted.	
Thanks

	Bahador	Sarkari:	Reviewer	|	Revision	(1)

Dear	AE,	
The	study	is	reviewed	carefully.	According	to	comments	and	revisions	by	the	author,	this
manuscript	is	accepted.	
Thanks

	REFEREE:	Associate	Editor	|	Revision	(1)

Dear	EIC	
Based	on	the	authors'	answers	to	the	reviewers'	comments,	the	reviewer(s)	have
recommended	publication.	
Kind	regards.

	REFEREE:	EIC	|	Revision	(1)

Dear	Author,	
The	document	is	reviewed	carefully	by	the	reviewers.	According	to	their	comments	and	your
revisions	as	requested,	this	manuscript	is	accepted.	
Thanks.

22	Aug	2020

22	Aug	2020

23	Aug	2020

23	Aug	2020
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