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c Original submission 2 comments - 1 Feb 2021 - 6 Mar 2021

Mirhadi Mousavi Reviewer MINOR REVISION  1Feb 2021

Hello. You have put a lot of effort into the study, which deserves thanks, but the following suggestions are
recommended:

-The keywords are not based on MeSH.

-The conclusion isn’t fully consistent with the findings; please rewrite it based on the definitive findings of
the study.

-The methods are not appropriate or well described,;

Neonatal sampling criteria and reasons for the second visit should be specified.

Of the 15 symptomatic infants admitted, only two had a positive PCR. How did you determine that the other
neonates' problems and symptoms were related to COVID?

-Itis suggested that the characteristics of mothers and newborns be presented in two separate tables.

Gaurav Gupta Reviewer MINOR REVISION 6 Mar 2021

1. Data from pregnant women with suspected COVID and COVID-positive women are merged.

2. There should be segregation of data according to pregnant women with suspected and confirmed COVID.
3. Symptoms in infants may be due to comorbidities in pregnant women rather than COVID positivity in
women.

4. So symptomatic infants should be stratified according to comorbidities and COVID positivity.
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Revision 1

AUTHORS' RESPONSE TO REVIEWERS

Authors' reply to reviewers

The next pages contain the authors' point-by-point reply to the comments of this
revision round, as submitted with the revised manuscript. It is published as the
authors wrote it.
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Dear Reviewers

Thank you for the opportunity to revise our manuscript, Clinical findings,
laboratory assessment, and outcomes of 44 infants born to mothers with confirmed
or suspected COVID-19: a multicenter cohort study.

We appreciate the careful review and constructive suggestions. We believe that
manuscript is substantially improved after marking the suggested edits.

Following this letter are the editor and reviewer comments with our responses.
Changes made in the manuscript are marked in highlights. The revision has been
developed in consultation with all coauthors.

Reviewer 1

-1.keywords are not based on the mesh: we changed it based on the mesh.

-2. The conclusion isn't appropriate exactly to findings, please rewrite based on the
definitive findings of the study: we have re-edited it precisely; thank you for your
attention

-3. The methods are not appropriate and well described
Neonatal sampling criteria and causes on the second visit should be specified

According to AAP guidelines published on April 2, 2020, recommended testing
newborn of M-positives 24 hours after birth and an optional second test if clinically
required, prior to discharge. And due to our country protocols in that period, we
had to check the RT-PCR during the first 48 hours of birth. The second time
depended on the neonatologist's clinical suspicion because all the other diagnoses
had ruled out; we had to test the COVID-19 RT-PCR again.

4.0f the 15 symptomatic infants admitted, only two had a positive PCR; how did
you find other neonates' problems and symptoms related to Covid?

Due to the persistence of manifestations and ruling out the other causes, we
assumed it might be probable.

-5. It is suggested the characteristics of mothers and newborns should be in two
separate tables.

We have written the characteristics of the mothers in a separate table. Table-1.

Reviewer 2:
1.suspected Covid pregnant women and covid positive women data is merged
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As mentioned beforehand, thirty-five pregnant women had confirmed COVID-19
with a positive RT-PCR test; Four mothers were clinically suspected by their chest
C7T, which had a suggestive pattern of SARS-COV2.

The four mothers did not have positive RTPCR. This test has false-negative results.
At the first of the epidemic, we accepted mothers with the covid-19 pattern as
suspected positive but not confirmed.

2. there should be segregation of data according to suspect and confirmed
pregnant women:

AS mentioned in the article, we highlighted that four pregnant women had a
suggestive pattern of sars-covZ in the CT. Therefore, they were assumed and
treated as a confirmed covid-19 disease.

3. symptomatic infant may be due to comorbidities in pregnant women rather than
covid positivity in women.

So symptomatic infants should have stratification according to comorbidities and
covid positivity

We had 19 pregnant women with comorbidity ( high blood
pressure/hypothyroidism/PROM/ GDM), and all of these mothers had positive
COVID-19 RTPCR. We had six neonates with positive RTPCR in these 17 women,
and just one of these neonates had positive COVID-19 RTPCR in the first 48 hours
of life with a mother who had hypothyroidism.
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e Revision 1 0 comments

No public comments in this round.

Innovative Journal of... Inn J Pediatr. Open Peer Review; e112780. - 6



Revision 2

AUTHORS' RESPONSE TO REVIEWERS

Authors' reply to reviewers

The next pages contain the authors' point-by-point reply to the comments of this
revision round, as submitted with the revised manuscript. It is published as the
authors wrote it.
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Dear Reviewers

Thank you for the opportunity to revise our manuscript, Clinical findings, laboratory
assessment, and outcomes of 44 infants born to mothers with confirmed or
suspected COVID-19: a multicenter cohort study.

We appreciate the careful review and constructive suggestions. We believe that
manuscript is substantially improved after marking the suggested edits.

Following this letter are the editor and reviewer comments with our responses.
Changes made in the manuscript are marked in highlights. The revision has been
developed in consultation with all coauthors.

Reviewer 1

-1. The abstract result needs to summarize:

We summarized the results in the abstract.

-2. Analysis and results revision is recommended. The analysis is not appropriate to
the study purpose then the conclusion is not appropriate.

As you know, It’s a cohort study that we performed it at the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic (March 20, 2020) and our purpose was to describe the
symptoms and complication of neonates who were born from mothers with covid-19
pneumonia. As a result, out of 44 neonates, 15 neonates (34.1%) were symptomatic at
birth, and during the observation, more neonates became symptomatic. Finally, 27/44 (61.3%)
neonates became symptomatic, and 17/44 remained asymptomatic.

Then, in part of the analysis description, we had to write the results out of 44
neonates ( all the neonates) and somewhere we described symptoms out of 27
symptomatic neonates. And we mentioned in the table for example
(21/27 )respiratory distress.

It is part of article
Statistical Analysis

The study aimed to evaluate neonates' clinical features and laboratory data born to mothers with
COVID-19 (positive test or suspected with chest CT), looking for a relationship between the
positive RTPCR test result of neonates and the type of clinical features and the percentage of
neonates with COVID-19 infection who were born to infected mothers. To conduct a
comprehensive analysis, all categorical data were manifested as frequency (%), showing
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continuous data as mean + SD. The statistical analyses were fulfilled with the IBM SPSS ver. 18.0
Statistics for windows.

3. All neonate's symptoms can not directly correlate with covid infection due to only
9 neonates.

Due to the persistence of manifestations and ruling out the other causes during the
pandemic period and negative results of RTPCR of covid-19 in that time ( it was the
beginning of the pandemic and we did not have precise tests , also the colleagues
who performed the test did not have excellent skills in doing a test), we assumed it
might be probable.
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e Revision 2 0 comments

No public comments in this round.
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