Middle East Journal of Rehabilitation and Health

N scudies

Volume 12 - Issue 2 - 148774

Women with Spinal Cord Injuries, Anxiety and Sexual

Dissatisfaction: Do They Benefit from Sexual Rehabilitation
Education?

Mahnaz Seyedoshohadaee, Mahsa Soleimani, Hamid Haghani, Kosar Zeighami

SUBMITTED REVISED ACCEPTED DOI
20 May 2024 30 0ct 2024 2Nov 2024 10.5812/mejrh-148774
About this report

This open peer review (OPR) report shows the public comments made on this article during peer review, by the reviewers,
the associate editor and the editor-in-chief, for every revision round, together with the authors' replies. Comments appear
only with the consent of the people who wrote them. Reviewers who chose to sign their report are named; the others are
shown as "Referee". Comments are edited for language only, and confidential remarks to the editors are not included.

More about open peer review: brieflands.com/knowledgebase/opr

Contents

a Original submission Referee 1, Associate Editor, Editor-in-Chief 2

e Revision 1 Referee 1, Referee 2, Associate Editor, Editor-in-Chief - 4
Authors' reply to reviewers - - 5
Reviewer and editor comments - 10

@) Revision2 Referee 2, Referee 1, Associate Editor, Editor-in-Chief - -1
Authors' reply to reviewers - - 12
Reviewer and editor comments - 14

@ Revision3 Referee1, Associate Editor, Editor-in-Chief 15
Authors' reply to reviewers - - 16
Reviewer and editor comments - 17

Middle East Journal o... Middle East J Rehabil Health Stud. Open Peer Review; e148774. -


https://doi.org/10.5812/mejrh-148774
https://brieflands.com/knowledgebase/opr

c Original submission 3 comments - 3 Jun 2024 -6 Jul 2024

Referee1 Reviewer MAJOR REVISION 3 Jun 2024

The background is well written. It seems that it is only necessary to highlight the necessity and importance of
connecting the issue with the consequences of rehabilitation.

On page 5, line 120, and page 7, line 171, inclusion criteria should be replaced by entry conditions.

Are the following criteria not effective in assessing the impact on women's sexual performance?

Cognitive level, level and category of injury, time since spinal cord injury, age, education level. Why were
these not considered?

Based on what criteria, formula, or study was the sample size determined?

It is not clear how the participants were allocated to the two groups. How was this randomization done? By
whom and with what level of experience?

Was the culture-based sexual satisfaction questionnaire administered in Iran in the current study? The
authors did not provide details on this aspect. It appears that the validity and reliability of this tool were not
investigated in Iran.

Who made the evaluations? Was the assessor blind? Were assessments online or in person?

On page 6, line 158, add a subheading titled "Intervention". Provide more details on the preparation process
and the implementation of the intervention.

Specify whether booklets were sent to patients or if online training was also utilized.

Itis suggested that the intervention items be listed in a table and that more detailed information be provided

for each section to help the audience better understand the intervention and its process.

In the current study, it is unclear from what source the participating women were identified and selected and

who contacted them. Who defined the goals? How and by whom was the consent form obtained?

In the Implementation Method section, I understood the intervention process. Lines 180-198 should be moved
to the proposed section with the subheading "intervention" to avoid confusing readers.

Itis recommended that the statistical method be included in a separate section with a more detailed
description.

Given that the intervention occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is crucial to highlight the significance
of adhering to online interventions to enhance patients' health status.

I recommend including the following study, conducted online in Iran during this period, in this section and
the discussion:

"Motaharinezhad F, Hoseinpour F, Al rabiee R, Zaheri M, Vatanparast N. The effect of telerehabilitation on the
participation of people with spinal cord injury: secondary analysis from a randomized controlled trial.

Koomesh 2023; 25 (1):30-37"

A CONSORT flowchart should be included to illustrate the sampling and analysis procedures.
What has your study added to the body of the literature? Please state the implications of your research for
rehabilitation and your suggestions for future research.

Associate Editor MAJOR REVISION 2 jul 2024

Dear EIC,

3reviewers reviewed the article. The reviewers gave a definite opinion on the
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major revision of the article.
Thanks

Editor-in-Chief MAJOR REVISION 6 Jul 2024

Dear Authors
According to the reviewers’ and associate editor's comments, your article needs major revision. When revising
your manuscript, please consider all issues mentioned in the reviewers' comments carefully: please outline

every change made in response to their comments and submit the required files.
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Revision 1

AUTHORS' RESPONSE TO REVIEWERS

Authors' reply to reviewers

The next pages contain the authors' point-by-point reply to the comments of this
revision round, as submitted with the revised manuscript. It is published as the
authors wrote it.
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Reply to Reviewer: Level (location) of injury, age, injury duration, and
educational level are mentioned in tablel. Cognitive level was not a goal to assess
in this study.

Reply to Reviewer: Part 3.2. is edited and completed.

Reply to Reviewer: Part 3.2. is edited and completed to explain this
matter.

Reply to Reviewer: Designing an instrument to measure sexual
satisfaction based on Iranian culture can be a separate study to adapt the
culture; besides, due to the lack of time of the student (author), existing
and common tools have been used. The validity and reliability of the tools
were previously done in Iran, which is mentioned in section 3.4. Validity
and reliability have also been determined in this study, which is
mentioned in this section

Reply to Reviewer: We described this in part 3.5.
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Reply to Reviewer: Paragraph 7 of the introduction was added for this
purpose.
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Reply to Reviewer: The flow chart is added as a figure and uploaded as a
separate file (as the rules of the journal goes). In part 3.1 we mention

ot
Q
o

Reply to Reviewer: The last paragraph of the conclusion was added.

Reviewer 2:
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Reply to Reviewer: It was modified in the third line of the background,
and errors have been corrected.

Reply to Reviewer: Several studies have been added to the background
and discussion section in this regard.
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Reply to Reviewer: In the last paragraph, in the conclusion section, a
study was added in this direction.

Reply to Reviewer: In discussion part, the impact of interventions on
anxiety, sexual satisfaction and quality of life, and evidences from other
studies are mentioned separately. In this regard, paragraphs 2 and 4 of
the discussion have also been added to this topic.

Reply to Reviewer: This was added in last line of limitations.
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e Revision 1 4 comments - 31 Jul 2024 - 11 Aug 2024

Referee1 Reviewer MINOR REVISION 31 jul 2024

-The meaning of the following comment is that the participants' cognitive level could not affect their
inclusion in the study. In other words, were all the participants at the same level of cognition?

"Are the following criteria not effective in assessing the impact on women's sexuality Performance? Cognitive
level, level and category of injury, time since spinal cord injury, age, education level. Why were these not
considered?"

- Please add a valid citation for this claim "The detailed description of the educational content will be
published in another study".

Referee 2 Reviewer REJECT  8Aug2024

In individuals with spinal cord injury, the location of the lesion plays a very important role in sexual
functioning. Sexual desire is also age-dependent (for example, at older ages and near menopause, sexual
desire decreases because of vaginal dryness, and marital satisfaction subsequently decreases). Therefore, you
did not take these two important points into account during matching, and this is a serious flaw in your work.

You have not responded to the reviewer's comments 5 and 7.

Associate Editor MAJOR REVISION 10 Aug 2024

Dear EIC,
The manuscript has been reviewed, and there are some comments that the author should address. According

to the comments, the document needs major revision.

Editor-in-Chief MAJOR REVISION 11 Aug 2024

Dear Authors
According to the reviewers’ and associate editor's comments, your article requires major revision, especially
in the methods and results sections. When revising your manuscript, please consider all issues mentioned in

the reviewers' comments carefully: please outline every change made in response to their comments.
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Revision 2

AUTHORS' RESPONSE TO REVIEWERS

Authors' reply to reviewers

The next pages contain the authors' point-by-point reply to the comments of this
revision round, as submitted with the revised manuscript. It is published as the
authors wrote it.
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Reply to Reviewer: Level (location) of injury, age, injury duration, and educational level are
mentioned in tablel.

Regarding the cognitive level, explanations were added to section 3.2.

The last paragraph of section 3.4.1. is added in this regard.

Reviewer 2:

Middle East Journal o...

In individuals with spinal cord injury, the location of the injury plays a very
important role in the occurrence of individuals' sexual functions. Also, given
that sexual desire is age-dependent (for example, at older ages and near the age
of menopause, sexual desire decreases due to vaginal dryness and,
subsequently, marital satisfaction falls), you had not paid attention to these two
important points at the time of matching, and this is a serious flaw in your work.

Response to the respected reviewer: Age and location of spinal cord injury,
separately for the intervention and control groups, and the Independent T-test
are shown in Table 1.

You have not answered the reviewer's comments No. 5 and No. 7. And if you
use the reviewer's suggestions in the statistics section to publish another article,
this would be an instance of slicing and could lead to RETRACTION of your
current article even after publication.

Response to the respected reviewer: In view of your comment, Tables 3 and 4
were added to report the subscales. Also, in these data, the homogeneity of the
data is evident, which is also mentioned in the last paragraph of the Results.
(Given the publication of all findings in this study, the reviewer is assured that
no other study will be published using your comments.)
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Reviewer 3:

L. It is recommended to make the introduction more concise.

Reply to Reviewer: In this regard, a new paragraph was added to the introduction and minor
changes were made in the paragraphs.

2. Please replace the numbers in the sample size formula.

Reply to Reviewer: values were added regarding dear reviewer s comment.

Reply to Reviewer: This paragraph is edited.

Reply to Reviewer: some change have been made in the tables.
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e Revision 2 4 comments - 23 Sep 2024 - 5 Oct 2024

Referee 2 Reviewer ACCEPT 23 Sep 2024

No comment.

Referee 1 Reviewer MINOR REVISION 23 Sep 2024

-Page 8, line 148: You claimed that people with cognitive problems were not included in the study. What tool
or questionnaire was used for cognitive screening?
-The CONSORT flowchart should be revised. Please modify it based on the latest version and add the related

numbers (such as the number of patients in the groups) to it.

Associate Editor MINOR REVISION 5 Qct 2024

Dear EIC

The reviewers have recommended publication but also suggest some minor revisions to the manuscript.
Therefore, I invite the authors to respond to the reviewers' comments and revise their manuscript.

Kind regards,

Editor-in-Chief MINOR REVISION ~ 50ct2024

Dear Authors
Based on the reviewers' and associate editor’s comments, your article requires minor revision. When revising
your manuscript, please consider all issues mentioned in the reviewers' comments carefully: please outline

every change made in response to their comments and submit the required files.
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Revision 3

AUTHORS' RESPONSE TO REVIEWERS

Authors' reply to reviewers

The next pages contain the authors' point-by-point reply to the comments of this
revision round, as submitted with the revised manuscript. It is published as the
authors wrote it.
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Reviewer 1:

-Page 8, line 148: You claimed that people with cognitive problems were not included in the
study. What tool or questionnaire was used for cognitive screening?

Reply to the reviewer:

In part 3.2 line three, it is said that it was all based on their medical documents which were
recorded in the centre.

-CONSORT flowchart should be revised. Please modify it based on the latest version and add
the related numbers (such as number of patients in the groups) in it.

Reply to the reviewer:

The flowchart is revised and uploaded in a separate file. Thanks to the honorable referee.

Reviewer2: No comments.

Thanks to the honorable referee.

Reviewer 3: No comments.

Thanks to the honorable referee.
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° Revision 3 3 comments - 1Nov 2024 - 2 Nov 2024

Referee1 Reviewer ACCEPT  {Nov2024

The manuscript is ok.

Associate Editor ACCEPT  2Nov2024

Dear EIC,
The authors of the article have made the necessary corrections, and the article has been
modified based on the opinions of the reviewer and is now suitable

for acceptance. The article is currently acceptable for publication.
Thanks.

Editor-in-Chief ACCEPT 2 Nov2024

Dear Authors
We are pleased to inform you that your article is accepted for publication in the MEJRHS. We hope to receive
other qualified articles from your group.
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